God Provides Heaven
1. Introduction

1.1. We know Jesus will come again
1.1.1. John 14:1-2 - In My Father's house are many mansions; if it were not so, I would have told you. I go to prepare a place for you.  And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and receive you to Myself; that where I am, there you may be also.  

1.1.2. 2 Pet. 3:10 -  But the day of the Lord will come like a thief, in which the heavens will pass away with a roar and the elements will be destroyed with intense heat, and the earth and its works will be burned up.
1.1.3. Matt. 24:36 - But of that day and hour no one knows, not even the angels of heaven, nor the Son, but the Father alone.  
1.1.3.1. When anyone informs the world that he or she has suddenly discovered the time of the Lord's second coming, they immediately reveal themselves as a false profit. Because the day of the Lord will come like a "thief in the night". 
1.2. We don't know when, but what is going to happen when time ends? 
1.2.1. I Thessalonians 4:13-17 - But we do not want you to be uninformed, brethren, about those who are asleep, so that you will not grieve as do the rest who have no hope.  For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so God will bring with Him those who have fallen asleep in Jesus. For this we say to you by the word of the Lord, that we who are alive and remain until the coming of the Lord, will not precede those who have fallen asleep.  For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel and with the trumpet of God, and the dead in Christ will rise first.  Then we who are alive and remain will be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air…and so we shall always be with the Lord…
1.2.2. Paul speaks of the dead being raised then the living being caught up in the air. This happens at the end of time. 
1.2.3. I Corinthians 15:51-55 - Behold, I tell you a mystery; we will not all sleep, but we will all be changed, in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet; for the trumpet will sound, and the dead will be raised imperishable, and we will be changed.  For this perishable must put on the imperishable, and this mortal must put on immortality.  But when this perishable will have put on the imperishable, and this mortal will have put on immortality, then will come about the saying that is written, “DEATH IS SWALLOWED UP in victory.  “O DEATH, WHERE IS YOUR VICTORY? O DEATH, WHERE IS YOUR STING?”  The sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is the law; but thanks be to God, who gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.
1.3. Everyone will know the truth of Jesus 

1.3.1. Philippians 2:10-11 says, "Every knee is going to bow, every tongue is going to confess." 
1.4. A great separation is going to take place. From Matthew 25, beginning at verse 31:

1.4.1. Matt. 25:31-33 - But when the Son of Man comes in His glory, and all the angels with Him, then He will sit on His glorious throne.  All the nations will be gathered before Him; and He will separate them from one another, as the shepherd separates the sheep from the goats; and He will put the sheep on His right, and the goats on the left.

1.5. After that separation, will be a great judgment scene. 
Matt. 25:34; 41 -  Then the King will say to those on His right, ‘Come, you who are blessed of My Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world…Then He will also say to those on His left, ‘Depart from Me, accursed ones, into the eternal fire which has been prepared for the devil and his angels;
Rev. 20:12 - And I saw the dead, the great and the small, standing before the throne, and books were opened; and another book was opened, which is the book of life; and the dead were judged from the things which were written in the books, according to their deeds.
1.6. And after that separation and after that great judgment, the destruction of this earth. 

1.6.1. 2 Pet. 3:10 - But the day of the Lord will come like a thief, in which the heavens will pass away with a roar and the elements will be destroyed with intense heat, and the earth and its works will be burned up.
1.6.2. This earth is not going to continue for another 1,000 years. 
1.6.3. Jesus is not coming to set up a kingdom; he's going to deliver the kingdom that is already his to the Father after the judgment. 
1.7. The Second Coming was never intended to strike fear in our hearts: 

1.7.1. I Thessalonians 4:17-18 - …and so we shall always be with the Lord.  Therefore comfort one another with these words. 
1.8. There is great comfort in these words if your are in Christ. The Second Coming will be the greatest event in the History of the World.
2. God Provides Heaven
2.1. We need regular reminders of how important heaven ought to be to us.

2.2. One problem in our own day is the tendency to become so content with this world that we cease to strongly desire to go to heaven.

2.2.1. Little girl looking up into moonlit, starlit skies said to her father, “If heaven is so pretty on the wrong side, think of how beautiful it is on the right side.”
2.2.2. Father longing to be with his lost child
2.2.2.1. Father has just buried his 4 year old child
2.2.2.2. His words were, “I’m going to have to work hard so I can go where my little boy has gone.”
3. Heaven is our true Hope
3.1. Heaven is at the very heart of true Christianity

3.1.1. 1 Pet. 1:3-5 - Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who according to His abundant mercy has begotten us again to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, to an inheritance incorruptible and undefiled and that does not fade away, reserved in heaven for you, who are kept by the power of God through faith for salvation ready to be revealed in the last time.
3.2. Take away the concept of heaven, and all that is left of the religion of Jesus Christ is a hollow shell of little use to the world

3.2.1. The Scriptures affirm the reality of the heaven for which the Christian hopes.

3.2.2. Col. 1:5 - because of the hope which is laid up for you in heaven, of which you heard before in the word of the truth of the gospel
4. Heaven is our true home
4.1. Although we presently live in this world, we are not of it. 
4.1.1. John 17:14-16; 15:19
4.2. We are pilgrims, sojourners, aliens, strangers - 1 Peter 2:11
4.3. “Our citizenship is in heaven” 
4.3.1. Phil. 3:20,21 - For our citizenship is in heaven, from which we also eagerly wait for the Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ, who will transform our lowly body that it may be conformed to His glorious body, according to the working by which He is able even to subdue all things to Himself
4.4. Death is only a termination of our earthly life, but not a termination of life
4.4.1. 2 Cor. 5:1 - For we know that if the earthly house of our tabernacle be dissolved, we have a building from God, a house not made with hands, eternal, in the heavens.
5. Heaven is where our Father is
5.1. To “depart and be with Christ” is “far better” (Phil. 1:23). Cf. 2 Cor. 5:6-8.

5.2. The fact that God is there is really all anybody needs to know to want to go to heaven - Rev. 7:14-17
5.3. Heaven is the home of God, our father
5.4. Heaven is the home of Jesus our Savior

5.5. Heaven is the home of the Holy Spirit

6. Heaven is the home of precious children
6.1. Kristine’s twin

6.2. Every little child that has been deprived of a full life will know the bliss of eternal life

6.2.1. Never having to endure the pangs of temptation or the shame of sin, they will know the joy of salvation

6.3. King David’s son

7. Heaven is the home of rest for the weary
7.1. In heaven there will be no more separation

7.1.1. There will be no more tearful “good byes” that force us to wait for the day of resurrection

7.1.1.1. 1 Cor. 15:51-57 - Behold, I tell you a mystery: We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, and the dead will be raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed.  For this corruptible must put on incorruption, and this mortal must put on immortality.  So when this corruptible has put on incorruption, and this mortal has put on immortality, then shall be brought to pass the saying that is written: "Death is swallowed up in victory.  O Death, where is your sting? O Hades, where is your victory?  The sting of death is sin, and the strength of sin is the law.  But thanks be to God, who gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.  Therefore, my beloved brethren, be steadfast, immovable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, knowing that your labor is not in vain in the Lord.
7.1.2. We will go home to be with the Lord and “thus shall we always be”

7.1.3. It is called “everlasting life, eternal life.

7.1.4. We will be there together, together with God…forever

7.2. In heaven there will be no more sin

7.2.1. You will find nothing that “defiles, or causes an abomination or a lie” (Rev. 21:27).

7.2.2. The unrighteous, the works of the flesh and that which warrants the curse of God will be barred from its borders.

7.2.3. No more Satan seducing us with our own desires.

7.2.4. No more temptations, slips of weakness, shortcomings, failure

7.3. In heaven there will be no more “sadness” and “sorrow”.

7.3.1. There will be no more battles to fight, no more burdens to bear
7.3.2. Rev. 21:4 - And God will wipe away every tear from their eyes; there shall be no more death, nor sorrow, nor crying. There shall be no more pain, for the former things have passed away.

7.4. In heaven there will be rest
7.4.1. Rev. 14:13 - “Then I heard a voice from heaven saying to me, Write: ‘Blessed are the dead who die in the Lord from now on.’ ‘Yes,’ says the Spirit, ‘that they may rest from their labors, and their works follow them”
7.4.2. No more death – no more bedside vigils, no more mixed feelings about not wanting a loved one to suffer but not wanting to say goodbye.
7.4.3. No more mourning – no more sorrow, no more loneliness
7.4.4. No more crying over the loss of a loved one
7.4.5. No more pain – no physical or emotional pain.
8. We must center our mind on Heaven
8.1. We must meditate on heaven and learn to cherish it — we must truly make it the hope it ought to be.

8.2. We need more heaven-centered minds! Many have forgotten that this world is not our home and that we're just passing through. 

8.2.1. Carnal-mindedness is rampaging across our land and it has even filtered into the Lord's body. 

8.2.2. So many are so wrapped up in the cares and affairs of this life that they have made little or no preparation for eternity.  

8.3. The Holy Scriptures constantly emphasizes the need for heaven-centered thinking and living

8.3.1. Paul said, "Seek those things which are above, where Christ sitteth on the right hand of God. Set your affection on things above, not on things on the earth (Col. 3:1, 2). 

8.3.1.1. The Colossians needed to revamp their thinking to be more heaven-centered rather than earth-centered. 

8.3.2. A similar admonition fell from the lips of our Lord:

8.3.2.1. "Lay not up for yourselves treasures upon earth, where moth and rust doth corrupt and where thieves break through and steal: But lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust doth corrupt and where thieves do not break through and steal: For where your treasure is, there will your heart be also" (Matt. 6:19-21).  

8.4. In spite of the plain declaration of the preceding passages, a mad dash to accumulate earthly treasures has relegated laying up heavenly treasures to a place of secondary importance. 

8.4.1. When will we ever realize the futility of setting our affections upon a place that is temporal in nature? 

8.5. Peter reminded his readers of the certainty of Christ's coming and the consequences:

8.5.1. 2 Pet. 3:10 - When the day of the Lord comes, the heavens will pass away with a great noise, the elements shall melt with fervent heat, and the earth and all of its works will be burned up. 

8.5.2. 2 Pet. 3:11 - Peter then asked a question that we would do well to soberly examine. He said, "Seeing then that all these things shall be dissolved what manner of persons ought ye to be in all holy conversation and godliness? 

8.5.3. In other words, since the earth and all within it is going to someday be annihilated, should you be earth centered or heaven-centered in your thinking?  

8.6. Two masters are competing for our affections--Satan and Christ. 

8.6.1. No heart is big enough for both (Mt. 6:24). 

8.6.2. Only those who forsake the world (Satan's domain) can go to heaven (1 Jn. 2:15-17). 

8.6.3. This means we must deny ungodliness and worldly lusts and live soberly, righteously and godly in this present world (Tit. 2:12). 

8.6.4. It means we are not conformed to this world but transformed into His image (Rm. 12:2) and have crucified selfish desires (Gal. 2:20). 

8.6.5. No one can go to heaven that practices worldliness. 
8.7. Have you given up the world for Christ?

8.7.1. Is your heart set on going to heaven? If you died tonight, would you go there? Are you packed and ready to leave?
8.7.2. What kind of person will be in heaven?

8.7.2.1. Matthew 18:1-4 - At that time the disciples came to Jesus, saying, "Who then is greatest in the kingdom of heaven?"  Then Jesus called a little child to Him, set him in the midst of them, and said, "Assuredly, I say to you, unless you are converted and become as little children, you will by no means enter the kingdom of heaven.  Therefore whoever humbles himself as this little child is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven
8.7.2.2. Matthew 19:13-14 - Then little children were brought to Him that He might put His hands on them and pray, but the disciples rebuked them.  But Jesus said, "Let the little children come to Me, and do not forbid them; for of such is the kingdom of heaven."

8.7.2.3. The spiritually innocent
8.8. Jesus' love made our trip to heaven possible. 

8.8.1. He gave up heaven (for a time), that we might enjoy it (forever). "For ye know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that, though he was rich, yet for your sakes he became poor, that ye through his poverty might be rich" (2 Cor. 8:9)

8.8.2. He died that we might live. "But God commendeth his love toward us, in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us" (Rm. 5:8). 

8.8.3. He loves us and wants us to come live with Him (John 14:1-3). 

8.9. That is why we can go to heaven. 

8.9.1. Thus, "We love him, because he first loved us" (1 Jn. 4:19).

8.9.2. We can read of the beauty of Heaven in Revelation 21:10-22:5. 
8.9.3. We should all want to go there. 
8.9.4. But often times we see people who want to do as little as possible and get into that beautiful city. 
8.10. Taking into consideration what many try to do, let’s ask the following questions;

8.10.1. CAN I GO TO HEAVEN and love the things of the world? NO! John wrote, “Love not the world... If any man love the world, the love of the Father is not in him” (1 John 2:15).

8.10.2. CAN I GO TO HEAVEN and forsake the assembly of the saints? NO! “Not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together as the manner of some is…” (Heb. 10:25).

8.10.3. CAN I GO TO HEAVEN and not work for the Lord? NO! Listen to the words of James, “Even so faith, if it hath not works is dead, being along…For as the body without the spirit is dead, so faith without works is dead also” (James 2:17,26).

8.10.4. CAN I GO TO HEAVEN and live any way I choose? NO!  We must live our life as instructed in Titus 2:12, “…denying ungodliness and worldly lusts, we should live soberly, righteously, and godly, in this present world.”

8.10.5. CAN I GO TO HEAVEN if I’m not obedient to the Lord’s plan of salvation? NO! Jesus gave a plan by which sins might be forgiven. Sin keeps us from heaven (Rev. 21:27), and since all sin (1 Jn. 1:9), we must all obey (Heb. 5:9).

8.11. Our hearts need to be where home is – 

8.11.1. Col. 3:1-4 - If then you were raised with Christ, seek those things, which are above, where Christ is, sitting at the right hand of God. Set your mind on things above, not on things on the earth.  For you died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God.  When Christ who is our life appears, then you also will appear with Him in glory
9. Heaven is where we belong
9.1. Citizens of the heavenly kingdom do not really “fit in” in this world - Jn. 15:18,19; 17:14-16.

9.2. Spiritually, we are pilgrims, sojourners, strangers in a foreign land - Heb. 13:14. Cf. Phil. 3:20.

9.3. It Is ETERNAL. The salvation enjoyed will be eternal (Matt. 25:46). 
9.3.1. To the obedient, Christ becomes the author of eternal salvation (Heb. 5:9). 
9.3.2. Christ obtained eternal salvation for the faithful with His own blood (Heb. 9:12). 
9.3.3. Christ will divide the saved from the lost (Matt. 25:31-34). 
9.3.4. Heaven is promised to the prepared (1 Cor. 9:27). 
9.3.5. Only those baptized in Christ (1 Pet. 3:21) and faithful are prepared for this appointed.  

9.4. It Is VICTORY. 
9.4.1. The saved will bask in the victory made possible by the cross (Jn. 3:16). 
9.4.2. Those overcoming will gain the victory of Jesus (Rev. 15:2). 
9.5. It Is EXCLUSIVE. 
9.5.1. It is entered by a narrow gate and strait way (Matt. 7:13-14). 
9.5.2. It will not be opened to everyone saying "Lord, Lord," but rather those who do His will (Matt. 7:21). 
9.5.3. No one will accidentally make it to heaven.  

10. Are you ready for heaven?
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