If you love me…

1. Thanks for invitation

2. Why are you here?

2.1. 30 minute sermon

2.2. Glad you got that off your chest

3. I am here because of…

3.1. 1 John 4:19 – We love, because he first loved us.

3.2. John 3:16 – For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth on him should not perish, but have eternal life.
3.3. Romans 5:8 – But God demonstrates his own love toward us, in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us.

3.4. 1 John 4:9-10 - Herein was the love of God manifested in us, that God hath sent his only begotten Son into the world that we might live through him.  Herein is love, not that we loved God, but that he loved us, and sent his Son [to be] the propitiation for our sins.

4. What does Christ ask of us?

4.1. John 14:15 - If ye love me, ye will keep my commandments.

4.2. John 14:21, 23, 31 - He who has My commandments and keeps them, it is he who loves Me. And he who loves Me will be loved by My Father, and I will love him and manifest Myself to him… Jesus answered and said to him, "If anyone loves Me, he will keep My word; and My Father will love him, and We will come to him and make Our home with him… But that the world may know that I love the Father, and as the Father gave Me commandment, so I do.

4.2.1. Christ went to his death voluntarily, the innocent suffering for the guilty, in order that we might be saved.

4.3. John 15:10 - If you keep My commandments, you will abide in My love, just as I have kept My Father's commandments and abide in His love.

4.3.1. Our love for Christ is in direct correlation to our obedience to his word.

4.3.1.1. Those who love the Lord keep his commandments

4.3.1.2. Those who keep his commandments abide in his love

4.4. I John 5:1-3 - Whoever believes that Jesus is the Christ is born of God, and everyone who loves Him who begot also loves him who is begotten of Him.  By this we know that we love the children of God, when we love God and keep His commandments.  For this is the love of God, that we keep His commandments. And His commandments are not burdensome.
5. We live in a time when many in the church are abandoning the Truth for a form of a social gospel, a “friendly” version of God’s word

5.1. They base this on the fact they don’t want to offend anyone and that, simply put, they believe sincerity is enough
5.2. They attempt to water down the Word of God
6. Truth or sincerity?

6.1. John 8:31-32 - Jesus therefore said to those Jews that had believed him, If ye abide in my word, [then] are ye truly my disciples; and ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free.
6.2. I Peter 1:22 - Seeing ye have purified your souls in your obedience to the truth unto unfeigned love of the brethren, love one another from the heart fervently: having been begotten again, not of corruptible seed, but of incorruptible, through the word of God, which liveth and abideth.
6.2.1. The only sound reason to advocate that a religious doctrine be accepted is to be found in its truth.

6.2.2. If there is truth in religion, then in addition to sincerity, there must be the desire for truth, a desire strong enough to compel belief to change whenever it is found to be false.

6.2.2.1. EXPLAIN
6.2.3. Some will tell you sincerity is enough

6.2.3.1. We cannot be saved if we aren’t sincere

6.2.3.1.1. In Matthew 23, Christ condemned hypocrisy in very strong terms

6.2.3.2. Unfortunately, many people accept the idea that just being sincere in religion is sufficient

6.2.4. Do we have the right to be wrong and expect to still be pleasing to God?

6.2.4.1. Religion is the only area I can think of in which people accept this view

6.2.4.1.1. Doctors – Will his sincerity, apart from knowledge and correct treatment, cause us to be cured of our disease?

6.2.4.1.2. Pharmacist – Doctor gives you a prescription for heart medicine.  Can he fill it with anything as long as he’s sincere?

6.2.4.1.3. Law – Can I violate the law and be found guiltless as long as I was sincere when I broke the law?

6.2.4.1.4. Money – If I ask for $100 back from a deposit, can the teller give me $50 and me be happy about it if they did it with sincerity?

6.2.4.1.5. Farmers – If I want to grow wheat, can I plant pumpkin seed and expect wheat as long as I’m sincere when I plant the pumpkin seeds?
6.2.4.1.6. Teacher – Can a student answer that 2+2=5 and be right as long as his answer is sincere?

6.2.4.2. The answer to all of these is NO!!!!

6.3. How can one then say that, in regards to religion, sincerity turns wrong answers into right ones?

6.3.1. Matt. 7:13-16 - Enter ye in by the narrow gate: for wide is the gate, and broad is the way, that leadeth to destruction, and many are they that enter in thereby.  For narrow is the gate, and straitened the way, that leadeth unto life, and few are they that find it.
6.3.2. Matt. 7:21-29 - Not every one that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of heaven; but he that doeth the will of my Father who is in heaven.  Many will say to me in that day, Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy by thy name, and by thy name cast out demons, and by thy name do many mighty works?  And then will I profess unto them, I never knew you: depart from me, ye that work iniquity.  Every one therefore that heareth these words of mine, and doeth them, shall be likened unto a wise man, who built his house upon the rock: and the rain descended, and the floods came, and the winds blew, and beat upon that house; and if fell not: for it was founded upon the rock.  And every one that heareth these words of mine, and doeth them not, shall be likened unto a foolish man, who built his house upon the sand: and the rain descended, and the floods came, and the winds blew, and smote upon that house; and it fell: and great was the fall thereof.  And it came to pass, when Jesus had finished these words, the multitudes were astonished at his teaching: for he taught them as [one] having authority, and not as their scribes.

7. Paul’s charge
7.1.1. II Tim. 4:1-4 - I charge [thee] in the sight of God, and of Christ Jesus, who shall judge the living and the dead, and by his appearing and his kingdom: preach the word; be urgent in season, out of season; reprove, rebuke, exhort, with all longsuffering and teaching.  For the time will come when they will not endure the sound doctrine; but, having itching ears, will heap to themselves teachers after their own lusts; and will turn away their ears from the truth, and turn aside unto fables.
7.1.2. Preach the truth when people want to hear and when they don’t want to.

7.2. Why? 

7.2.1. II Tim. 3:16-17 - Every scripture inspired of God [is] also profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, for instruction which is in righteousness.  That the man of God may be complete, furnished completely unto every good work.
7.2.2. Rom. 1:16 - For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ, for it is the power of God to salvation for everyone who believes…
7.2.3. Romans 10:17 - So then faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word of God.
7.2.4. John 12:48 - And if any man hear my sayings, and keep them not, I judge him not: for I came not to judge the world, but to save the world.  He that rejecteth me, and receiveth not my sayings, hath one that judgeth him: the word that I spake, the same shall judge him in the last day.  For I spake not from myself; but the Father that sent me, he hath given me a commandment, what I should say, and what I should speak.  And I know that his commandment is life eternal: the things therefore which I speak, even as the Father hath said unto me, so I speak.
7.2.5. Heb. 4:12-13 - For the word of God is living and powerful, and sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing even to the division of soul and spirit, and of joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart.  And there is no creature hidden from His sight, but all things are naked and open to the eyes of Him to whom we must give account.
7.3. To what point are we supposed to keep his commandments, to hold to his word?

7.3.1. Rev. 2:10 - Do not fear any of those things which you are about to suffer. Indeed, the devil is about to throw some of you into prison, that you may be tested, and you will have tribulation ten days. Be faithful until death, and I will give you the crown of life.
8. The Word of God

8.1. It is inspired 

8.1.1. II Tim 3:16-17 - Every scripture inspired of God [is] also profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, for instruction which is in righteousness.  That the man of God may be complete, furnished completely unto every good work.

8.1.1.1. God tells us his word is enough

8.2. The one and only Word of God

8.2.1. Gal. 1:6-9 - I marvel that ye are so quickly removing from him that called you in the grace of Christ unto a different gospel; which is not another [gospel] only there are some that trouble you, and would pervert the gospel of Christ.  But though we, or an angel from heaven, should preach unto you any gospel other than that which we preached unto you, let him be anathema.  As we have said before, so say I now again, if any man preacheth unto you any gospel other than that which ye received, let him be anathema.

8.2.1.1. How does this compare with those who say that the Holy Spirit speaks to them separate and apart from the Word?

8.3. It is absolute

8.3.1. Not changed by what anyone thinks about it.

8.3.1.1. Heb. 13:8-9 - Jesus Christ [is] the same yesterday and to-day, [yea] and for ever.  Be not carried away by divers and strange teachings:

8.3.2. Compare that to human creeds, feelings or desires.  These can change for any reason
8.3.3. The Word of God teaches what it teaches without regard to what anyone says or thinks or does

8.4. It is all sufficient

8.4.1. It provides all that man needs for salvation both in becoming a Christian and living a Christian life

8.4.1.1. Romans 10:13-17 - For whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be saved.  How then shall they call on him in whom they have not believed? and how shall they believe in him of whom they have not heard? and how shall they hear without a preacher?  And how shall they preach, except they be sent? as it is written, How beautiful are the feet of them that preach the gospel of peace, and bring glad tidings of good things!  But they have not all obeyed the gospel. For Esaias saith, Lord, who hath believed our report?  So then faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word of God.

8.4.1.1.1. Such a calling enjoined Saul

8.4.1.1.2. Acts 22:16 - And now why tarriest thou? arise, and be baptized, and wash away thy sins, calling on the name of the Lord.

8.4.1.1.3. It is clearly evident that mere lip calling is not enough.  Jesus refutes this in Matt. 7:21 - Not every one that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of heaven; but he that doeth the will of my Father which is in heaven.
8.4.2. It gives us right answers

8.4.2.1. Regarding things we must know and things we must do (OBEDIENCE) to be pleasing to God

8.4.2.2. John 8:32 - And ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free.

Conclusion

1. John 14:15 - If ye love me, ye will keep my commandments.

2. Quit trying to make God’s will submit to our will
3. We need to submit our will to his

4. Speak as the Oracles of God

4.1. 1 Pet. 4:11 -  if any man speaketh, [speaking] as it were oracles of God; is any man ministereth, [ministering] as of the strength which God supplieth: that in all things God may be glorified through Jesus Christ, whose is the glory and the dominion for ever and ever.

4.2. This simply means that if anyone presumes to teach others how to become a Christian or live a Christian life, they must be careful to speak only that which God has spoken.  No man has the right to depart from or add to that which God has already spoken

5. His commands are not burdensome

6. They are the only way to be saved.

