The Mission of the church
1. Mission is the same as the mission of Christ
1.1. The Mission of Jesus

1.1.1. Save his people from sins

1.1.1.1. Matt. 1:21- And she will bring forth a Son, and you shall call His name JESUS, for He will save His people from their sins.
1.1.2. Be the Teacher

1.1.2.1. John 11:28

1.1.2.2. Matt. 26:18

1.1.3. Seek and save the lost

1.1.3.1. Luke 19:10 - for the Son of Man has come to seek and to save that which was lost.
1.1.3.2. Matt. 18:11

1.1.4. Gave his life

1.1.4.1. Matt. 20:28 - just as the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give His life a ransom for many.
1.2. Christians are to:

1.2.1. Walk in his steps

1.2.1.1. 1 Pet. 2:21 - For to this you were called, because Christ also suffered for us, leaving us an example, that you should follow His steps
1.2.2. Follow his example

1.2.2.1. John 13:15-17 - For I have given you an example, that you should do as I have done to you.  Most assuredly, I say to you, a servant is not greater than his master; nor is he who is sent greater than he who sent him.  If you know these things, blessed are you if you do them.
1.2.3. Walk as he walked

1.2.3.1. 1 John 2:6 - He who says he abides in Him ought himself also to walk just as He walked.
1.2.4. Take crosses and follow him

1.2.4.1. Matt. 16:24-27 - Then Jesus said to His disciples, "If anyone desires to come after Me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow Me.  For whoever desires to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for My sake will find it.  For what profit is it to a man if he gains the whole world, and loses his own soul? Or what will a man give in exchange for his soul?  For the Son of Man will come in the glory of His Father with His angels, and then He will reward each according to his works.
1.2.4.2. The terms of discipleship are expressed in this passage

1.2.4.2.1. If a disciple follows the Master, they must endure what the Master endured.  You must travel the same road and bear the same burdens.
1.2.4.2.2. The cost of discipleship is self denial

1.2.4.2.2.1. Matt. 6:33 - But seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness…
1.2.4.2.2.2. Matt. 6:19-21 - Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy and where thieves break in and steal; but lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust destroys and where thieves do not break in and steal.  For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.
1.2.4.2.2.3. Rev. 2:10 - Do not fear any of those things which you are about to suffer. Indeed, the devil is about to throw some of you into prison, that you may be tested, and you will have tribulation ten days. Be faithful until death, and I will give you the crown of life.
1.3. The church is to concern itself with being Christ’s disciples
2. Christ’s mission concerned the souls of men

2.1. While physical needs are important
2.1.1. Matt. 25:34-40  READ
2.1.2. These six physical conditions are what conditions God’s people might find themselves in today.

2.1.2.1. Hungry, thirsty, a stranger, naked, sick, and a prisoner

2.1.3. Ministering to those in these conditions are acts of mercy.  These are not singular acts but the habits or customary life Christians should display

2.1.3.1. Implies a life of charity; faith working through love

2.1.3.1.1. 1 Cor. 13:1-3 - Though I speak with the tongues of men and of angels, but have not love, I have become sounding brass or a clanging cymbal.  And though I have the gift of prophecy, and understand all mysteries and all knowledge, and though I have all faith, so that I could remove mountains, but have not love, I am nothing.  And though I bestow all my goods to feed the poor, and though I give my body to be burned, but have not love, it profits me nothing.
2.1.3.1.2. Gal. 5:6 - For in Christ Jesus neither circumcision nor uncircumcision avails anything, but faith working through love.
2.1.3.2. They lived by a faith that works

2.1.3.2.1. James 2:14 - What does it profit, my brethren, if someone says he has faith but does not have works? Can faith save him?
2.1.3.3. These acts were done in the name of Christ

2.2. Satisfying physical needs of those in need, while important, is not what gives life

2.2.1. Matt. 4:4 - … Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word that proceeds from the mouth of God.
2.2.2. The churches mission is higher and holier than mere physical needs and wants of people.  There will be plenty of opportunities presented to aid the needy, comfort the sorrowful, and counsel the distraught
2.2.3. The major thrust of God’s people will always be the same: The salvation of souls

2.2.3.1. Matt. 28:19-20 - Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all things that I have commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the age.
2.2.3.2. Mark 16:15-16 - Go into all the world and preach the gospel to every creature.  He who believes and is baptized will be saved; but he who does not believe will be condemned
2.3. The church is the pillar and ground of the truth

2.3.1. 1 Tim. 3:15 - … I write so that you may know how you ought to conduct yourself in the house of God, which is the church of the living God, the pillar and ground of the truth
2.3.2. Pillar supports the weight of a building
2.3.3. The church has a responsibility to maintain the doctrines of faith by teaching and practice
2.3.4. What is the truth?

2.3.4.1. John 14:6 - Jesus saith unto him, I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the Father, but by me.
2.3.4.2. John 17:17 - Sanctify them through thy truth: thy word is truth.
2.3.5. Matt. 7:21 - Not everyone who says to Me, 'Lord, Lord,' shall enter the kingdom of heaven, but he who does the will of My Father in heaven.
2.3.6. Men desire positive preaching, fair speeches that makes one feel good. Men like to be praised and loved by others. They would rather not offend anyone. They prefer making friends to making enemies. But this is not always possible nor pleasing in the sight of God. 
2.3.7. The Bible teaches that each of us must be willing to "endure hardness, as a good soldier of Jesus Christ" (2 Tim. 2:3). We are also warned, "No man that warreth entangleth himself with the affairs of this life; that he may please him who hath chosen him to be a soldier" (2 Tim. 2:4). When the going gets rough we need to remember to "...endure all things for the elect's sake, that they may also obtain the salvation which is in Christ Jesus with eternal glory" (2 Tim. 2:10). That suffering for Christ is inevitable is clearly seen. Paul states, "Yea, and all that live godly in Christ Jesus shall suffer persecution" (2 Tim. 3:12).

2.3.8. 2 Peter 2:1-22

2.3.9. Jesus never compromised truth, not even one word of it, in order to either gather or hold a crowd of people.  Every Christian needs to study carefully the following passages of Scripture: John 6:26-27; Lk. 6:22, 26; Rom. 16:17-18; I John 4:l; Jude 3; Tit. 1:9-11; II Tim. 4:1-5; Matt. 19:16-22.
2.4. The church is the salt of the earth

2.4.1. Matt. 5:13 - You are the salt of the earth…

2.4.2. The citizens of the kingdom are described by the Beatitudes and they are to have a saving influence on the world.

2.4.3. Faithful Christians, by preaching, teaching and living the truth, preserve the human race from corruption; we are to save the world

2.5. The church is the light of the world

2.5.1. John 8:12 - Then Jesus spoke to them again, saying, "I am the light of the world. He who follows Me shall not walk in darkness, but have the light of life.
2.5.2. Matt. 5:14-16 - You are the light of the world. A city that is set on a hill cannot be hidden.  Nor do they light a lamp and put it under a basket, but on a lampstand, and it gives light to all who are in the house.  Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works and glorify your Father in heaven.
2.5.3. Light is not only opposed to darkness, but it overcomes darkness

2.5.4. The truth and holiness possessed by the disciples of Christ, who is the true light, dispel the world’s darkness, by overcoming it’s ignorance and sin
