Lesson 5 – The Pattern for the church
Is the New Testament a pattern for men today?  Let’s look at how the Hebrew epistle begins: “God, who at various times and in various ways spoke in time past to the fathers by the prophets, has in these last days spoken to us by His Son, whom He has appointed heir of all things, through whom also He made the worlds.”   This passage affirms (1) that God is, (2) that God has spoken, and (3) that he has spoken unto us in his Son.

Consider the following:

1. The Old Testament and the church

1.1. Promise of the seed – Gen. 3:15
1.2. Plan for the church – Is. 2:1-3
1.3. Christ is the cornerstone – Is. 28:16; Acts 4:11; I Cor. 3:11; Rom. 9:33; I Peter 2:4-8
1.4. Establishment of the kingdom – Daniel 2:31-45
2. The New Testament and the church

2.1. God’s plan for the church – Eph. 3:8-11
2.2. All things fulfilled in Christ – Matt. 5:17; John 17:4; 19:28-30
2.3. This included his death, his resurrection, ascension, and the sending of the Holy Spirit – I Cor. 15:1-3; Luke 24:46-47; Heb. 9:15-17, 23; Rom. 4:25; Acts 1:9-11; 2:1-4
3. God’s plan was perfected in the New Testament church

3.1. Luke 24:13-44, especially verses 25-27 and 44

3.2. I Peter 1:10-12
The New Testament is the book for Christianity. But over the centuries men have taken liberties with the teachings of our Lord and have conveniently altered them to accommodate the cultural demands of their day. As a matter of fact, they're still doing it.  So that the accumulation of small things amounts to a giant digression from the original pattern. The casual observer may think they're insignificant, not enough to make any difference, but the careful reader and discerner, knows that any alteration, is too much to be tolerated.

II Timothy 1:13-14 - Hold fast the pattern of sound words which you have heard from me, in faith and love which are in Christ Jesus.  That good thing, which was committed to you, keep by the Holy Spirit who dwells in us.
The New Testament is the “blueprint for Christianity.”  If that isn't its purpose, I'm really at a loss to know what its purpose is.  From what other source could a person better learn how to become a Christian?  Or live like a Christian? Or worship as a Christian?  There's never been a Christian who hadn't studied or been taught, then followed New Testament teaching.  If you're interested in a study of authentic Christianity, what would you study, if not the New Testament?

In Matthew 16:18 it is written that Jesus made this promise: “And I say also unto thee, That thou art Peter, and upon this rock I will build my church; and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it.”  Jesus loved the church (Eph. 5:25-30) and with His blood He purchased it (Acts 20:28). While people today speak about the church in many different ways, we are interested to know the answer to this question: “In the Bible, how is the church of the living God described?”
1. The New Testament is THE Pattern

1.1. The New Testament was not merely “human correspondence between or among various human beings.”

1.1.1. I Cor. 14:37
1.1.2. It has been suggested that the New Testament writers never perceived or intended that their writings would become a guide for men throughout succeeding generations, but the statement of Paul contradicts that assertion.

1.1.3. Gal. 1:8-12 

1.1.4. It is clear that Paul and other inspired writers did not consider what they wrote as mere human correspondence, but they claimed it was God-given and confirmed by miracles (II Cor. 12:12).

1.2. The Pattern is God-given

1.2.1. II Tim. 3:16-17
1.2.2. II Pet. 1:16-21
1.2.3. John 3:2
1.2.4. I Thes. 1:5
1.2.5. I Cor. 4:16
1.3. The New Testament pattern is authoritative and final

1.3.1. In writing to the church at Thessalonica Paul plainly pointed to the time when Christ shall come “in flaming fire taking vengeance on those who do not know God, and on those who do not obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ” (II Thes. 1:7-9).  

1.3.2. Jesus became the author of eternal salvation unto all them “that obey him” (Heb. 5:9).

1.3.3. We shall not escape if we neglect so great a salvation (Heb. 2:3).

1.3.4. Jude 3
1.3.5. It is by the gospel of Christ that we shall someday be judged (Rom. 2:16).

1.3.6. John 12:48
2. Christ and HIS church

2.1. Founded by Jesus Christ himself:

2.1.1. Built the church and called it his (Matt. 16:18)

2.1.2. Bled for the church (Acts 20:28)

2.1.3. Loves the church (Eph. 5:25)

2.1.4. Is head of the church (Eph. 1:22-23; 5:23; Col. 1:18, 24)

2.1.5. Adds people to the church (Acts 2:41, 47; 5:14)

2.2. The New Testament teaches that the church is:

2.2.1. The body of Christ (Eph. 1:22-23; Col. 1:18, 24)

2.2.2. The temple of God (I Cor. 3:16)

2.2.3. The bride of Christ (Eph. 5:22-32)

2.2.4. The house of God (1 Tim. 3:15)

2.2.5. The church of the firstborn (Heb. 12:23)

2.2.6. The church of God (1 Cor. 1:2)

2.2.7. The churches of Christ (Rom. 16:16)

2.2.8. The church (Eph. 3:10)

2.2.9. Built on Jesus Christ who is the ONLY foundation (I Cor. 3:11)

2.2.10. Established on the day of Pentecost (Acts 2:1-47)

2.2.10.1. It also speaks of:

2.2.10.1.1. One family of God (Ephesians 3:15)

2.2.10.1.2. One kingdom of Christ (Colossians 1:13-14)

2.2.10.1.3. One bride of Christ (Romans 7:1-7)

2.2.10.1.4. One body of Christ (Ephesians 1:22-23; 4:4)

2.2.10.1.5. One church of Christ (Matthew 16:18; Ephesians 4:4)

2.3. The New Testament teaches that to become a part of the church, you must:

2.3.1. Believe in Jesus Christ as the Son of God (John 8:24; Acts 4:12; 16:31; Hebrews 11:6)

2.3.2. Repent of your sins (Luke 13:3; Acts 2:38; 3:19; 17:30)

2.3.3. Confess the deity of Christ (Matthew 10:32-33; Romans 10:9-10; Acts 8:37-38)

2.3.4. Be baptized (Matthew 28:19-20; Mark 16:15-16; Acts 2:38; 10:48; 22:16; 
Colossians 2:11; Galatians 3:24; 1 Peter 3:21)

2.3.4.1. It also states baptism requires:

2.3.4.1.1. Water (Acts 8:36; 10:47; John 3:23)

2.3.4.1.2. Going to water (Acts 8:36; Matthew 3:5-6)

2.3.4.1.3. A burial (Romans 6:3-5; Colossians 2:12)

2.3.4.1.4. A planting (Romans 6:5)

2.3.4.1.5. A washing (Acts 22:16; Ephesians 5:26; Titus 3:5; Hebrews 10:22)

2.3.4.1.6. A birth (John 3:5; 1 Peter 1:22-25)

2.3.4.1.7. A raising out of the water (Romans 6:1-4; Colossians 2:12)

2.3.4.1.8. A coming up out of the water (Acts 8:39)

2.3.4.2. It also teaches that by baptism:

2.3.4.2.1. Your sins are washed away (Acts 22:16)

2.3.4.2.2. You are saved from sins (1 Peter 3:20-21)

2.3.4.2.3. You have remission of sins (Acts 2:38)

2.3.4.2.4. You get into Jesus Christ (Galatians 3:27)

2.3.4.2.5. You get into the church (Acts 2:37-47)

2.3.4.2.6. You put on Christ (Galatians 3:27)

2.3.4.2.7. You walk in newness of life (Romans 6:3-5; Colossians 3:1)

2.3.4.2.8. You obey Christ (John 14:15; Matthew 28:19-20; Mark 16:15-16; 
Acts 10:48; Hebrews 5:8-9)

2.3.4.2.9. Walk in newness of life (Romans 6:3-7)

2.4. The faithful New Testament church:

2.4.1. Worships in spirit and in truth (John 4:23-24)

2.4.2. Meets on the first day of the week (Hebrews 10:24-25; Acts 20:7; 1 Corinthians 16:1-2)

2.4.3. Worships with a cappella singing (Ephesians 5:19; Colossians 3:16)

2.4.4. Prays (Acts 2:42; 1 Timothy 2:1-2; 1 Thessalonians 5:17)

2.4.5. Edifies one another (Ephesians 4:16)

2.4.6. Takes the Lord’s supper on the first day of the week (Acts 20:7; Hebrews 10:24-26;       1 Corinthians 11:20-31; 16:1-2)

2.4.7. Gives as they have prospered (1 Corinthians 16:1-2; 2 Corinthians 8:1-5; 9:7)

2.4.8. Mission is to teach the lost (Matt. 5:13-16; Matt. 28:19-20; 1 Tim . 4:16; 2 Tim. 2:2; 2 Tim 4:1-5)

2.5. Organization

2.5.1. Elders (Acts 20:28; Tit. 1:5-7; 1 Tim. 3:1-7; 1 Pet. 5:1-3)
2.5.1.1. A congregation, once fully developed, would have elders (plurality); also called bishops, pastors
2.5.1.2. The authority of the elders was over the congregation which they served
2.5.2. Deacons (Acts 6:1-6; 1 Tim. 3:8-13; 
2.5.2.1. To serve the elders and the congregation

2.5.3. Members (Acts 2:41-47; Col. 1:13; 1 Cor. 1:2)
2.5.3.1. Disciples (John 15:8; Acts 11:26)

2.5.3.2. Saints (Rom. 1:7; 1 Cor. 1:2; Phil. 1:1)

2.5.3.3. Brethren (Luke 8:21; Gal. 6:1)

2.5.3.4. Children (Gal. 3:26; 1 John 2:1)

2.5.3.5. Christians (Acts 11:26; 26:28; 1 Pet 4:16)
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