Life is Precious

Introduction

1. Opening – Read poem

2. Read Text – James 4:14 - whereas you do not know what will happen tomorrow. For what is your life? It is even a vapor that appears for a little time and then vanishes away.
3. So many difficulties confront us from time to time that one is often overwhelmed.  

3.1. We are forced to decide what things are of highest importance in life.  

3.2. Perhaps the Psalmist had this in mind when in chapter 90:12 he wrote; So teach us to number our days, That we may gain a heart of wisdom
3.3. The events of recent months and days seem again to demand of us our strict attention

Life is Precious because

1. Time is short

1.1. Job 14:1-2 - Man who is born of woman is of few days and full of trouble.  He comes forth like a flower and fades away; He flees like a shadow and does not continue.
1.2. Mention number of people I knew in school that passed away before we graduated (6)

1.2.1. David Jones and Mark Lambrecht

1.3. Events of 9/11

1.4. OKC Bombing

1.5. Numerous stories everyday of death

2. The scriptures tell us life is precious

2.1. Psalms 116:15 - Precious in the sight of the LORD Is the death of His saints.
2.2. Often times we feel as though we must say “goodbye” before we have truly said “hello”

2.3. Our “conversation” of life is cut off in mid-sentence

2.4. Look at how much we do as a human race to preserve life

2.5. Look at how much we value the life of a new-born child

3. Humanity is fragile

3.1. Psalms 6:2 - Have mercy on me, O LORD, for I am weak; O LORD, heal me, for my bones are troubled.
3.2. Psalms 39:4 - LORD, make me to know my end, And what is the measure of my days, That I may know how frail I am.
3.3. This does not just refer to mans Life breath, but his feelings and dignity

3.4. Romans 12:10 - Be kindly affectionate to one another with brotherly love, in honor giving preference to one another
4. Death is sure

4.1. Hebrews 9:27 - And as it is appointed for men to die once, but after this the judgment
4.2. We must be ready to meet the Lord at whatever time he may come

4.3. We have no idea when that will occur

4.4. II Peter 3:10 - But the day of the Lord will come as a thief in the night, in which the heavens will pass away with a great noise, and the elements will melt with fervent heat; both the earth and the works that are in it will be burned up
5. Events are unpredictable

5.1. James 4:13-15 - Come now, you who say, "Today or tomorrow we will go to such and such a city, spend a year there, buy and sell, and make a profit"; whereas you do not know what will happen tomorrow. For what is your life? It is even a vapor that appears for a little time and then vanishes away.  Instead you ought to say, "If the Lord wills, we shall live and do this or that."
5.2. We should include the will of the Lord, making it that which defines all that we do

6. Opportunities in life can be elusive

6.1. Galatians 6:10 - Therefore, as we have opportunity, let us do good to all, especially to those who are of the household of faith.
6.2. Ephesians 5:15 - See then that you walk circumspectly, not as fools but as wise, redeeming the time, because the days are evil.
6.3. We should take advantage of those privileges to serve God in our daily life

7. Accidents happen

7.1. II Samuel 18:9 - Absalom rode on a mule. The mule went under the thick boughs of a great terebinth tree, and his head caught in the terebinth; so he was left hanging between heaven and earth. And the mule which was under him went on.
7.2. Acts 20:9 - And in a window sat a certain young man named Eutychus, who was sinking into a deep sleep. He was overcome by sleep; and as Paul continued speaking, he fell down from the third story and was taken up dead.
7.3. September 11th, plane crashes, car wrecks

7.4. No one knows what events the future may hold, whether good or bad

8. Tears will fall

8.1. John 11:35 – Jesus wept
8.2. John 16:33 - These things I have spoken to you, that in Me you may have peace. In the world you will have tribulation; but be of good cheer, I have overcome the world.
8.3. Rev. 7:17 - for the Lamb who is in the midst of the throne will shepherd them and lead them to living fountains of waters. And God will wipe away every tear from their eyes.
8.4. All of us share in the sorrows of the world

9. Hopes shatter

9.1. II Samuel 19:4 - But the king covered his face, and the king cried out with a loud voice, "O my son Absalom! O Absalom, my son, my son!"
9.2. Even after all Absalom had put David through, David still had hopes and dreams for his son.  Those hopes were dashed.

9.3. The same can happen to us

10. We must remember souls are important

10.1. Ezekial 18:4 - Behold, all souls are Mine; The soul of the father As well as the soul of the son is Mine; The soul who sins shall die
10.2. Mark 8:36 - "For what will it profit a man if he gains the whole world, and loses his own soul?  "Or what will a man give in exchange for his soul?

10.3. How much is your soul worth to you?

10.4. What of the person next to you?

Since life is precious, we must

1. Do good

1.1. I Peter 3:10-11 - For "He who would love life And see good days, Let him refrain his tongue from evil, And his lips from speaking deceit.  Let him turn away from evil and do good; Let him seek peace and pursue it.
1.2. Galatians 6:10 – we’ve already looked at
1.3. Acts 10:38 - how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power, who went about doing good and healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for God was with Him.
1.4. We must follow Christ’s example

2. Love God

2.1. Luke 10:27 - You shall love the LORD your God with all your heart, with all your soul, with all your strength, and with all your mind
2.2. Loving God means more than kindly affection

2.3. It means doing his will for the right reasons

3. Love people

3.1. Luke 10:27 - …and your neighbor as thyself
3.2. I John 3:14-18 - We know that we have passed from death to life, because we love the brethren. He who does not love his brother abides in death.  Whoever hates his brother is a murderer, and you know that no murderer has eternal life abiding in him.  By this we know love, because He laid down His life for us. And we also ought to lay down our lives for the brethren.  But whoever has this world's goods, and sees his brother in need, and shuts up his heart from him, how does the love of God abide in him?  My little children let us not love in word or in tongue, but in deed and in truth.
3.3. Matthew 5:12 (Golden Rule) - Therefore, whatever you want men to do to you, do also to them, for this is the Law and the Prophets
4. Live right

4.1. II Peter 1:5-11 - But also for this very reason, giving all diligence, add to your faith virtue, to virtue knowledge, to knowledge self-control, to self-control perseverance, to perseverance godliness, to godliness brotherly kindness, and to brotherly kindness love.  For if these things are yours and abound, you will be neither barren nor unfruitful in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ.  For he who lacks these things is shortsighted, even to blindness, and has forgotten that he was cleansed from his old sins.  Therefore, brethren, be even more diligent to make your call and election sure, for if you do these things you will never stumble; for so an entrance will be supplied to you abundantly into the everlasting kingdom of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.
4.2. We have responsibilities to live right

5. Stay faithful

5.1. Go back to II Peter 3:10-14 - But the day of the Lord will come as a thief in the night, in which the heavens will pass away with a great noise, and the elements will melt with fervent heat; both the earth and the works that are in it will be burned up.  Therefore, since all these things will be dissolved, what manner of persons ought you to be in holy conduct and godliness, looking for and hastening the coming of the day of God, because of which the heavens will be dissolved, being on fire, and the elements will melt with fervent heat?  Nevertheless we, according to His promise, look for new heavens and a new earth in which righteousness dwells.  Therefore, beloved, looking forward to these things, be diligent to be found by Him in peace, without spot and blameless;

5.2. Revelations 2:10 - Do not fear any of those things which you are about to suffer. Indeed, the devil is about to throw some of you into prison, that you may be tested, and you will have tribulation ten days. Be faithful until death, and I will give you the crown of life.

We have the opportunity to obtain that crown of life.  Our way to Christ is found only through baptism.  But our life doesn’t end at that point.  We must remain faithful, even to the point of death, do not allowed to be taken down the wrong path.

 Matthew 7:13-14 tells us Enter by the narrow gate; for wide is the gate and broad is the way that leads to destruction, and there are many who go in by it.  Because narrow is the gate and difficult is the way which leads to life, and there are few who find it.
Through the narrow gate is the path, which leads to eternal life.

1. Paul told Timothy that such a path, path of godliness is profitable for all things, having promise of the life that now is and of that which is to come (I Timothy 4:8)

2. In II Timothy 4:7-8 as Paul understand his life is winding down, he tells Timothy, I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith.  Finally, there is laid up for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous Judge, will give to me on that Day, and not to me only but also to all who have loved His appearing
3. Let us be diligent to live life so that we may receive the promise of eternal life.
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