Why I’m a member of the church of Christ, part 1

1. Introduction

2. Text – Ephesians 1:15-23
3. Latest numbers show over 308 “religious groups” in the world today

4. One of the most common “appraisals” members of the church of Christ are faced with is the comment, “you think you are the only ones who are going to heaven!’

4.1. There are many different approaches I could use to address such a comment.

4.1.1. I could systematically dissect every component of each denomination to show where they are wrong, or false and completely out of step with what the scriptures have to say.

4.1.1.1. The problem with that is it does nothing to further someone’s understanding of the truth because those you are trying to reach will be put on the defensive and it sets up an “us versus them” mentality.  This is a sinful attitude.

4.1.1.2. We want all men to come to the truth and be saved.

4.1.1.3. 1 Timothy 2:3-6 - For this is good and acceptable in the sight of God our Savior, who desires all men to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth.  For there is one God and one Mediator between God and men, the Man Christ Jesus, who gave Himself a ransom for all, to be testified in due time
4.1.2. I could to choose to ignore the arguments completely thinking that I will make no difference in changing ones mind.  This too is a sinful attitude.

4.1.2.1. Mark 16:15 - Go into all the world and preach the gospel to every creature.

4.1.2.2. 1 Peter 3:15 - But sanctify the Lord God in your hearts, and always be ready to give a defense to everyone who asks you a reason for the hope that is in you, with meekness and fear
4.1.2.3. 2 Timothy 4:1-4 - I charge you therefore before God and the Lord Jesus Christ, who will judge the living and the dead at His appearing and His kingdom: Preach the word! Be ready in season and out of season. Convince, rebuke, exhort, with all longsuffering and teaching.  For the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine, but according to their own desires, because they have itching ears, they will heap up for themselves teachers; and they will turn their ears away from the truth, and be turned aside to fables.

4.1.3. I can set out to show those in a loving way why I believe I am a member of the Lord’s church.

4.1.3.1. Ephesians 4:4 - There is one body
4.1.3.1.1. The church is where the spirit of the Lord Jesus Christ dwells.  It is the spiritual body of Christ.

4.1.3.2. Colossians 1:18 - And he is the head of the body, the church
4.1.3.3. Ephesians 2:16 - And that he might reconcile both unto God in one body by the cross
5. Christ tells us there is right and wrong in regards to religious matters

5.1. Matthew 15:7-9 - Hypocrites! Well did Isaiah prophesy about you, saying: These people draw near to Me with their mouth, And honor Me with their lips, But their heart is far from Me.  And in vain they worship Me, Teaching as doctrines the commandments of men
5.1.1. Christ is drawing a distinction between “traditions of men” and obedience to the law of God

5.2. Matthew 7:21-28 – READ
5.2.1. Not one denomination, other than the Catholic Church, can trace its “roots” to before the 15th century.  In other words, they didn’t exist.

5.2.2. The Catholic Church cannot trace it’s roots prior to the 6th century.

5.3. This being the case, what is this church talked about in the New Testament?

6. When determining which religious group is correct in their line of thinking or practice, there must always be a line of authority established.  Who is in charge of the religious matters?

6.1. John 7:16-18 - Jesus answered them and said, My doctrine is not Mine, but His who sent Me.  If anyone wants to do His will, he shall know concerning the doctrine, whether it is from God or whether I speak on My own authority.  He who speaks from himself seeks his own glory; but He who seeks the glory of the One who sent Him is true, and no unrighteousness is in Him.

6.2. Matthew 16:18 - And I also say to you that you are Peter, and on this rock I will build My church, and the gates of Hades shall not prevail against it
6.3. Ephesians 1:22 - And He put all things under His feet, and gave Him to be head over all things to the church
6.3.1. The great and almighty God, whose power has been continuously shown, made Christ the head of the church and gave him all power and authority over it.

6.4. Ephesians 5:23-25 - For the husband is the head of the wife, even as Christ is the head of the church: and he is the saviour of the body.  Therefore as the church is subject unto Christ, so let the wives be to their own husbands in every thing.  Husbands, love your wives, even as Christ also loved the church, and gave himself for it (KJV)
6.4.1. For the husband

6.4.2. Is the head
6.4.3. Of the wife

6.4.4. As Christ is also the head

6.4.5. Of the church

6.4.6. Being himself the savior

6.4.7. Of the body

6.5. 1 Timothy 3:15 - I write so that you may know how you ought to conduct yourself in the house of God, which is the church of the living God, the pillar and ground of the truth.
6.6. John 14:6 - Jesus said to him, "I am the way, the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except through Me.
6.7. Christ rules in regards to all religious matters!

6.7.1. The Bible teaches there is but one church

6.7.1.1. Acts 2:47 - And the Lord added to the church daily such as should be saved
6.7.1.2. They did not join the church of their choice!

6.7.2. It declares that all are to be in this one body

6.7.3. Salvation is only found in that one body

6.7.3.1. 1 Cor. 12:13 - For by one Spirit are we all baptized into one body
6.7.3.2. All are baptized into one body

6.7.3.3. The body is the church

6.7.3.4. There is one body; therefore there is one church.

6.7.3.5. Christ is the head of the body, the church

6.8. Christ prayed for oneness:

6.8.1. John 17:20-22 - I do not pray for these alone, but also for those who will believe in Me through their word; that they all may be one, as You, Father, are in Me, and I in You; that they also may be one in Us, that the world may believe that You sent Me.  And the glory which You gave Me I have given them, that they may be one just as We are one
6.9. Denominationalism is the exact opposite of this beautiful prayer delivered by Christ.

6.9.1. Denominations cannot be a part of the true church because each one claims to be a distinct body within itself.

6.9.2. How many millions through the years have lost their souls because of these divisive doctrines?
