Are Christian’s Different?
1. Introduction – Reference what “A Wonderful Life” is all about; George doesn’t think he’s made a difference in anyone’s life. 

2. In a report on a recent poll, George Gallup concluded: "Churchgoers do not differ appreciably from non-churchgoers in matters of moral and ethical behavior." 

2.1. The gap between religious thinking and human thinking has narrowed over the years to the point where there is little or no gap anymore. The gap has narrowed mostly as a result of the "religious" coming around to the world’s way of thinking, rather than by the world being converted.  In other words, the "religious" have become "conformed unto the world" and not the world conformed unto Christ. 

3. Scriptures teach beyond a shadow of a doubt that Christians, God's Chosen people are to be different from those who are in the world
3.1. Rom. 12:1-2 - I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that you present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God, which is your reasonable service.  And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, that you may prove what is that good and acceptable and perfect will of God. 

3.2. The Bible says that Children of God are brought out of the darkness of the world into the Light of His dear Son
3.2.1. Col. 1:12-13 - …giving thanks to the Father who has qualified us to be partakers of the inheritance of the saints in the light.  He has delivered us from the power of darkness and conveyed us into the kingdom of the Son of His love
3.2.2. I Thess. 5:5 - You are all sons of light and sons of the day. We are not of the night nor of darkness
3.2.3. I John 1:5-7 - This is the message which we have heard from Him and declare to you, that God is light and in Him is no darkness at all.  If we say that we have fellowship with Him, and walk in darkness, we lie and do not practice the truth.  But if we walk in the light as He is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus Christ His Son cleanses us from all sin. 

3.3. We are to be the lights of the world since we abide in Christ and follow His example --- 
3.3.1. Matt 5:14 - You are the light of the world. A city that is set on a hill cannot be hidden
3.3.2. John 8:12 - Then Jesus spoke to them again, saying, "I am the light of the world. He who follows Me shall not walk in darkness, but have the light of life.
3.4. The children of God are a bought people
3.4.1. Acts 20:28 - Therefore take heed to yourselves and to all the flock, among which the Holy Spirit has made you overseers, to shepherd the church of God which He purchased with His own blood. 

3.5. We are a chosen people
3.5.1. I Peter 2:9 - But you are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, His own special people, that you may proclaim the praises of Him who called you out of darkness into His marvelous light. 

3.5.2. Special people = Inasmuch as the gospel is addressed to all (Mark 16:15-16), all who believe and obey it are chosen to salvation.
3.6. With this understanding we realize that there are certain marks on children of God that show distinction and possession by God. 

3.6.1. Our entire walk is different
3.6.1.1. Eph. 5:8-10 - For you were once darkness, but now you are light in the Lord. Walk as children of light (for the fruit of the Spirit is in all goodness, righteousness, and truth), finding out what is acceptable to the Lord
3.6.1.2. When we walk in sin, we walk in darkness of the truth, but when we learn of the truth as it is in Jesus, we can walk according to the teachings of his life.

3.6.1.3. The fruit of light, of knowing and doing this truth of God, is to produce a life in goodness and righteousness and truth.

3.6.2. We walk by faith and not by sight 
3.6.2.1. II Cor. 5:7-10 - For we walk by faith, not by sight.  We are confident, yes, well pleased rather to be absent from the body and to be present with the Lord.  Therefore we make it our aim, whether present or absent, to be well pleasing to Him.  For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, that each one may receive the things done in the body, according to what he has done, whether good or bad
4. These are but a few examples that show us that the scriptures show that we as children of God are different from the world.

5. Having determined that we are to be different let us now consider a few points that make us different from the world, and the results of this difference as is noted by the Scriptures. 

Do Christian’s make a difference
1. BUT, WHAT MAKES US DIFFERENT FROM OTHERS ? 

1.1. There are those who are OBEDIENT and FAITHFUL and there are those you are not. 

1.1.1. Obedience is the action of putting our faith into work.
1.1.2. Mk. 16:16 - He who believes and is baptized will be saved; but he who does not believe will be condemned 

1.1.2.1. I believe there is a God and that He has given us His Will, I believe he sent his only son to this earth to die on the cross, to rise again.  Obedience to His Will is the active part of my faith.
1.1.3. Those who will deny baptism point to scriptures such as 

1.1.3.1. Eph. 2:8-9 which says, “For by grace you have been saved through faith, and that not of yourselves; it is the gift of God, not of works, lest anyone should boast.”  

1.1.3.2. Acts 16:31 that states, “Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and you will be saved, you and your household.”  

1.1.3.3. I suppose that a person could draw the conclusion that faith is all that is necessary for salvation if all you read is those verses or if that was all the Bible had to say on the subject. But the fact of the matter is that the Bible has much to say on the subject of salvation, and it should be clear that baptism is necessary for salvation as we look at God's plan as it is set forth in the New Testament.  

1.1.4. Consider the conversion of the apostle Paul (or Saul of tarsus) in Acts 9:1-20. 

1.1.4.1. Paul was baptized (Acts 9:18), like the Philippian Jailer (Acts 16:33), but many people believe that it was only because he was saved already. 

1.1.4.2. The people of the New Testament period would have had little trouble visualizing the full account of Paul's conversion beyond the details given in Acts 9. 

1.1.4.3. If one is saved by faith alone (i.e., he believes on the Lord Jesus Christ and prays to God for the forgiveness of his sins), then we must conclude that all, including the apostle Paul, are saved in this way.

1.1.4.4. But let us look closely at Paul's conversion in all of the accounts. 

1.1.4.4.1. In Acts 9, Paul encountered our risen Lord and was blinded in the process (pretty solid grounds for believing); he went three days without sight and neither ate nor drank (Jesus said Paul was praying during that time, v.11); and then he was visited by Ananias, whom Jesus directed, who restored his sight and who probably was the one to baptize him. 

1.1.4.5. With Acts 9 standing alone, we might conclude that Paul was saved, forgiven of sins, before he was baptized.

1.1.4.6. We can be thankful, though, that additional details of Paul's conversion are given in Acts 22:6-16 which forbid a "faith only" doctrine.  

1.1.4.7. Acts 22:6-16 - READ
1.1.4.8. Did Ananias, who was sent by the Lord, misunderstand God's plan of salvation? I think not! If Paul was saved, forgiven of his sins, when he believed in Jesus (and there is no doubt in my mind that he believed), then why did he need to have his sins washed away?

1.1.4.9. 1 Peter 3:21 says "baptism now saves you--not the removal of dirt from the flesh, but an appeal to God for a good conscience--through the resurrection of Jesus Christ."

1.1.4.9.1. Salvation is dependent upon and accomplished by means of the atoning work of Jesus Christ on the cross: His death, burial, and resurrection (1 Corinthians 15:1-4). Likewise, immersion must be preceded by faith, repentance, and confession of the deity of Christ.
1.1.5. Those who believe in faith only simply don’t read or don’t care to understand the scriptures.

1.1.5.1. James 2:14-26 – What does it profit, my brethren, if someone says he has faith but does not have works? Can faith save him?  If a brother or sister is naked and destitute of daily food, and one of you says to them, "Depart in peace, be warmed and filled," but you do not give them the things which are needed for the body, what does it profit?  Thus also faith by itself, if it does not have works, is dead.  But someone will say, "You have faith, and I have works." Show me your faith without your works, and I will show you my faith by my works.  You believe that there is one God. You do well. Even the demons believe--and tremble!  But do you want to know, O foolish man, that faith without works is dead?  Was not Abraham our father justified by works when he offered Isaac his son on the altar?  Do you see that faith was working together with his works, and by works faith was made perfect?  And the Scripture was fulfilled which says, "Abraham believed God, and it was accounted to him for righteousness." And he was called the friend of God.  You see then that a man is justified by works, and not by faith only.  Likewise, was not Rahab the harlot also justified by works when she received the messengers and sent them out another way?  For as the body without the spirit is dead, so faith without works is dead also
1.1.5.2. 4 times in these verses we are told faith without works is dead
1.1.6. Those who are faithful to God in every way realize that this is important IF we want to attain heaven. --- Rev. 2:10
1.2. There are those who DO THE WILL OF THE FATHER IN HEAVEN and there are those who do not
1.2.1. Matt. 7:21-23 - Not everyone who says to Me, 'Lord, Lord,' shall enter the kingdom of heaven, but he who does the will of My Father in heaven.  Many will say to Me in that day, 'Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in Your name, cast out demons in Your name, and done many wonders in Your name?  And then I will declare to them, 'I never knew you; depart from Me, you who practice lawlessness!
1.2.2. Matt. 7:13-14 - Enter by the narrow gate; for wide is the gate and broad is the way that leads to destruction, and there are many who go in by it.  Because narrow is the gate and difficult is the way which leads to life, and there are few who find it.
1.2.3. We know the Will of the Father through His revealed Word. 

1.2.3.1. Since God has revealed His Will to us, anything that is not in the Scriptures is not His Will and therefore we are not at liberty to add them in! 

1.2.4. God has Revealed Himself to us through the Spirit
1.2.4.1. I Cor. 2:10-11 - But God has revealed them to us through His Spirit. For the Spirit searches all things, yes, the deep things of God.  For what man knows the things of a man except the spirit of the man which is in him? Even so no one knows the things of God except the Spirit of God.
1.2.4.1.1. The spirit who dwelt with and knew the mind of God came to the Apostles, dwelt in them, and revealed God’s will to them

1.2.4.1.2. The Spirit of God knew the deep, unrevealed things of God and made them known to the apostles; and they, through their writings, have made them known to us. 

1.2.5. We must seek God for God reveals Himself to those who seek Him --- Prov. 8:17 

1.2.5.1. Matt 6:33 --- "Seek Ye First the Kingdom ...." 

1.2.5.2. Note the order --- WE MUST FIRST SEEK. 

1.2.5.2.1. Implies that God can be sought and God can be made known unto us.
1.2.5.2.2. Rom. 1:20 - For since the creation of the world His invisible attributes are clearly seen, being understood by the things that are made, even His eternal power and Godhead, so that they are without excuse. 

1.3. There are those who DEMONSTRATE THEIR LOVE FOR CHRIST BY KEEPING HIS COMMANDMENTS Matt. 19:17 ; John 14:15, 21, 23-24 ; and there are those who profess to love Christ but do not keep His commandments. 

1.3.1. I John 2:3-6 - Now by this we know that we know Him, if we keep His commandments.  He who says, "I know Him," and does not keep His commandments, is a liar, and the truth is not in him.  But whoever keeps His word, truly the love of God is perfected in him. By this we know that we are in Him.  He who says he abides in Him ought himself also to walk just as He walked.
1.3.2. Those who love Christ realize that His commandments are not burdensome 
1.3.2.1. I John 5:3 - For this is the love of God, that we keep His commandments. And His commandments are not burdensome
1.3.3. Heb 4:15 - For we do not have a High Priest Jesus Christ) who cannot sympathize with our weaknesses, but was in all points tempted as we are, yet without sin
1. WE AS CHRISTIANS MAKE A DIFFERENCE. 

1.1. We are the salt of the earth ---Matt. 5:13a - You are the salt of the earth. 

1.1.1. What is meant here is that Christians are the preserving power. 

1.1.1.1. Note some Illustrations that show the usage of salt as a preservative. 

1.1.1.1.1. Note that ten righteous people would have saved Sodom & Gomorrah --- Gen. 18:32-33. 

1.1.1.2. Salt also creates thirst. --- Matt. 5:6 

1.1.2. What happens when we lose our effectiveness of preservation? When we do not make a difference anymore! --- Matt. 5:13b - but if the salt loses its flavor, how shall it be seasoned? It is then good for nothing but to be thrown out and trampled underfoot by men . 

1.2. We are the lights of the World --- Matt. 5:14-16. 

1.2.1. The basic work of light is to take away darkness. 

1.2.1.1. As Christians we manifest the things of darkness by our way of life 
1.2.1.2. Eph. 5:13 - But all things that are exposed are made manifest by the light, for whatever makes manifest is light. 

1.2.1.3. All the wicked practices performed in secret, which we are commanded to reprove, are exposed in their hideousness and corruptness through the light of the gospel.
1.2.2. In this one relation we as children of God are different from people of the world since we love light and hate darkness 
1.2.2.1. John 3:19-20 - And this is the condemnation, that the light has come into the world, and men loved darkness rather than light, because their deeds were evil.  For everyone practicing evil hates the light and does not come to the light, lest his deeds should be exposed..  
1.3. Our difference should be seen in the way people act about us.  Whether it be at home, work, or any other place. 

1.3.1. The way they speak, joke etc. 

1.3.2. The environment should be purer and not dirtier. 

1.4. Many times to be different means to STAND ALONE. 

1.4.1. Paul in Jail. 

1.4.2. Christ in the Garden of Geth. & on the Cross.
1.4.3. Noah

1.4.4. Moses 

1.4.5. O.T. prophets --- I Kings 17 - 19:14. 

1.4.5.1. Note Elijah thought he was alone but there were 7000 others who had not bowed the knee to Baal – I Kings 19:18. 

1.4.6. Many other examples can be given when children of God have had to stand alone because of their fear and Respect of God's Commands. 

1.4.7. Another important understanding is that though all around me forsakes me, forsakes God, if I hope fast to his word, God will not leave me. 

1.4.7.1. Phil. 4:13 - I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me
1.5. In many cases it is being different that pulls us through hardships. 

1.5.1. How many of us would have complained about being in prison and having been whipped for preaching the Gospel of Christ? cf. Acts 16:22-24. 

1.5.1.1. Yet note: --- Paul and Silas --- Acts 16:25. 

1.5.1.1.1. They were singing and praying and others where listening to them. 

1.5.1.1.2. How many prisoners would have made a run for it if what happened here occurred to them? 

1.5.1.2. Them being different help to bring the Jailer to Christ --- Acts 16:27-34. 

2. What’s the difference?

2.1. A man got out of bed at 3:00 AM on Saturday to go fishing, but couldn’t get up for Sunday morning Bible class!

2.2. He went a hundred miles on Friday night to a ballgame, but thought ten miles was too far to come to church twice on Sunday and once on Wednesday.

2.3. He took his family to the circus and spent a hundred dollars, but can’t afford to give more than twenty dollars to the work of the Lord.

2.4. He was on the membership committee at the civic club, but couldn’t find the right approach to invite a friend to services.

2.5. He took an aspirin and went to work despite an annoying headache, but a similar headache is cause for missing worship.

2.6. Why the difference?  
2.7. A matter of wanting to.

2.8. A matter of loving God and Christ.  Understanding the price which was paid for us to be a special people.

2.9. A matter of understanding the truth and conforming our lives to live in accordance with it.

Conclusion:

1. Brethren different is better than being conformed to the norm. 

2. It is Scriptural and a requirement for the people of God. 

3. Being different just for the sake of being different is not what is under consideration. 

4. It is being worthy to be called a child of God that makes us different and sets us apart from the children of the world. 

July 18, 2004 – Frisco, Texas

PAGE  
5

