Christians Don’t Drink

1. Introduction

2. Talk about the holiday season.  Parties, gatherings, merriment’s

3. There are many ways this sermon could begin

3.1. Walk down the street and about 1 in 3 people you meet are potential alcoholics

3.2. 6 of 10 adults drink occasionally or regularly and the percentage of women drinkers has more than doubled in a generation

3.3. Drivers who have been drinking contribute to more than half the traffic deaths today

4. There can be no doubt that the use of alcohol and other drugs are a serious problem in our society.

4.1. Unfortunately, the problem exists inside the Lord’s church.

4.2. The cost — to society, to the church, and to the individual — is staggering.

4.3. Money spent on health care for alcoholics and drug addicts.

4.4. Money spent on law enforcement, imprisonment, and rehabilitation of offenders.

4.5. Time and efficiency lost by employers.

4.6. Good reputations and productive careers wrecked.

4.7. Sexual permissiveness encouraged.

4.8. Mental problems.

4.9. Murder, theft, and other serious crimes increased.

4.10. Wives battered, children abused.

4.11. Homes broken by divorce.

4.12. Thousands killed and maimed in auto accidents.

4.13. Suicides.

5. As with all other questions, the Christian will want to ask: what is God’s will? 
5.1. Eph. 5:17 - Therefore do not be unwise, but understand what the will of the Lord is
5.2. Heb. 5:14 - But solid food belongs to those who are of full age, that is, those who by reason of use have their senses exercised to discern both good and evil
6. It is the clear teaching of Scripture that Christians are not to just acknowledge a higher standard, but to live to the higher standard
6.1. It is a standard of purity and holiness
6.2. The standard is convincingly set forth throughout the Word of God.
6.3. I Peter 1:13-16 - Therefore gird up the loins of your mind, be sober, and rest your hope fully upon the grace that is to be brought to you at the revelation of Jesus Christ; as obedient children, not conforming yourselves to the former lusts, as in your ignorance; but as He who called you is holy, you also be holy in all your conduct, because it is written, "Be holy, for I am holy."
6.4. Eph. 5:1 - Therefore be imitators of God as dear children
6.4.1. These are sobering words: they link us uniquely to God obviously bare serious, Biblical significance.
7. Simply explained, God’s call is that Christians are to be different.
7.1. Distinguishable from the popular culture in how they think and conduct themselves
7.1.1. Matt. 5:16 - Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works and glorify your Father in heaven.
7.2. We are to individually and collectively to be a peculiar people
7.2.1. I Pet. 2:9 - But you are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, His own special people, that you may proclaim the praises of Him who called you out of darkness into His marvelous light
7.3. Christians are to be non-conformists, not just robots on cruise control

7.3.1. Romans 12:1-2 - I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that you present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God, which is your reasonable service.  And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, that you may prove what is that good and acceptable and perfect will of God
8. “Jesus drank wine,” people tell us. “He even turned water into wine. How can you claim that drinking alcoholic beverages is wrong?” Whole books have been written to answer this question, but here is a brief reply.

8.1. To equate modern alcoholic beverages with first-century wine is a serious error. Modern beverages are fortified with alcohol, enabling the manufacturer to increase the alcoholic content to as much as 90% (such as in 180-proof vodka). First-century wine, dependent as it was on natural fermentation, never had an alcoholic content greater than 10%.

8.2. When the Lord was in attendance at the wedding feast of Cana, the host’s supply of “wine” failed (John 2:1ff). Christ commanded that six stone waterpots, each with a twenty to thirty gallon capacity, be filled. The servants filled them “to the brim.”

8.3. Underline this last phrase, for it shows that there was no possibility of anyone adding some foreign substance so as to feign the appearance of wine. Moreover, the “taste” test clearly identified the newly manufactured liquid as wine indeed (9-10).

8.4. Many folks, upon reading this context, automatically assume that the wine mentioned here was an intoxicating spirit. Doubtless this assumption is made due to the fact that when we hear the term “wine” in our modern culture, that is what we ordinarily think of. In the Bible, however, “wine” is a generic term and it can denote either fresh juice or a fermented beverage; the context must determine which.

8.5. Underline the word “wine” in John 2:9 and in your margin write: See Isaiah 16:10; Joel 2:24. Isaiah speaks of the “wine in the presses” and Joel writes about the presses that overflow with wine. Obviously, the wine is what we would call grape juice. In biblical language, therefore, wine need not be an intoxicant.

8.6. The claim is sometimes made, though, that in Bible times there was no method for preserving grape juice in an unfermented state. Therefore, “wine” must have had some alcoholic content. That is not true. The Zondervan Pictorial Bible Dictionary cites ancient skills for the preservation of grape juice all year long. In your margin you may wish to write this note: See ZPBD, p. 895.
8.7. It is known, from ancient sources, that there were ways of preserving juice, thus preventing fermentation. The ancient Roman statesman, Cato, said: “If you wish to have must [grape-juice] all year, put grape-juice in an amphora and seal the cork with pitch; sink it in a fishpond. After 30 days take it out. It will be grape-juice for a whole year”

8.8. Professor R. Laird Harris in Theological Wordbook of the Old Testament tells us:“All the wine [of Bible times] was light wine, i.e., not fortified with extra alcohol. Concentrated alcohol was only known in the Middle Ages when the Arabs invented distillation ('alcohol' is an Arabic word) so what is now called liquor or strong drink (i.e., whiskey, gin, etc.) and the twenty per cent fortified wines were unknown in Bible times. Beer was brewed by various methods, but its alcoholic content was light. The strength of natural wines is limited by two factors. The percentage of alcohol will be half of the percentage of the sugar in the juice. And if the alcoholic content is much above 10 or 11 percent, the yeast cells are killed and fermentation ceases. Probably ancient wines were 7-10 per cent....To avoid the sin of drunkenness, mingling of wine with water was practiced. This dilution was specified by the Rabbis in NT times for the wine customary at Passover”

8.9. First-century wine was always diluted with water. The proportion varied from 1 part wine to 1 part water (1:1) to as thin as 1:20, with a common dilution being 1:6. This means that first-century wine was never stronger than 6% alcohol, and often was only 2% or less. One would have to drink large amounts to get drunk on a 2% mix.

8.10. This question is quite appropriate: “Would Jesus Christ have provided some 120 to 180 gallons of alcoholic beverage for a wedding feast?” No one with any degree of respect for New Testament morality would suggest such (cf. 1 Corinthians 5:11; Galatians 5:21).

8.11. Many people believe that alcoholic drinks other than hard liquor do little harm to the nervous system.  This is wrong!

8.11.1. Ethyl alcohol is poison

8.11.2. The cells in your brain and nervous system are very delicate and easily damaged.  It is natural that they would be most easily damaged.

8.11.3. Experiment – take an eyedropper and put 1,000 drops of water in a glass.  Add 4-5 drops of ink.  When alcohol reaches that same concentration you are about to lose control and fall into a coma

8.11.4. Another drop or two your heart is affected.  The center in your brain that regulates breathing becomes sedated. 

8.12. Consider this interesting quotation from the Encyclopedia of Christianity (111, 457)

8.12.1. “Modern study of the effects of alcohol shows that it is an anesthetic, which means that it affects the higher centers of the brain that regulate morals and judgment before it affects perception or motor coordination. Christians should know and be aware that even minimal use has some influence upon these higher centers. Also, alcoholic beverages are generally used in much the same way and for the same reasons as dangerous drugs. Since man has the inherent tendency to excuse himself, these factors should cause Christians to question strongly any claims of liberty with regard to their use.”

8.13. The consumption of alcohol violates every biblical passage which views the body as the “temple of the Holy Spirit” (1 Cor. 6:19), as an instrument of righteousness (Rom. 6:12-13), and as a living sacrifice unto God (Rom. 12:1). No devout Christian can bow his head and offer thanks to his Creator before drinking alcohol.

9. Drinking alcohol is sinful
10. THE BIBLE CONDEMNS “DRUNKENNESS”
10.1. What is drunkenness?

10.1.1. When I have had XX number of drinks am I not XX number of drinks drunk?

10.2. Characteristics of drunkenness. Taken from Dr. W. P. McElwain, “Drugs,” Searching the Scriptures, April 1970, pp.60,61.

10.2.1. Impaired consciousness - Gen. 19:33: “he did not know when she lay down or when she arose.”

10.2.2. Irrational behavior - Gen. 9:21: “he...was drunk, and became uncovered in his tent.”

10.2.3. Incoherent speech - Prov. 23:33: “your heart will utter perverse things.”

10.2.4. Hallucinations - Prov. 23:33: “your eyes will see strange things.”

10.2.5. Inability to reason - Prov. 31:4,5: “they drink and forget the law, and pervert the justice of all the afflicted.” Cf. Lev. 10:8-11.

10.3. Are these not the characteristics of all drunkenness?
10.4. The Bible unquestionably condemns drunkenness
10.4.1. Rom. 13:13 - Let us walk properly, as in the day, not in revelry and drunkenness, not in lewdness and lust, not in strife and envy
10.4.2. I Cor. 5:11 - But now I have written to you not to keep company with anyone named a brother, who is sexually immoral, or covetous, or an idolater, or a reviler, or a drunkard, or an extortioner--not even to eat with such a person
10.4.3. I Cor. 6:10 - nor thieves, nor covetous, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor extortioners will inherit the kingdom of God
10.4.4. Gal. 5:21 - envy, murders, drunkenness, revelries, and the like; of which I tell you beforehand, just as I also told you in time past, that those who practice such things will not inherit the kingdom of God
10.4.5. Eph. 5:18 - And do not be drunk with wine, in which is dissipation; but be filled with the Spirit
10.4.6. I Pet. 4:1-5 - Therefore, since Christ suffered for us in the flesh, arm yourselves also with the same mind, for he who has suffered in the flesh has ceased from sin, that he no longer should live the rest of his time in the flesh for the lusts of men, but for the will of God.  For we have spent enough of our past lifetime in doing the will of the Gentiles--when we walked in lewdness, lusts, drunkenness, revelries, drinking parties, and abominable idolatries.  In regard to these, they think it strange that you do not run with them in the same flood of dissipation, speaking evil of you
11. BIBLICAL PRINCIPLES RULE OUT THE “MODERATE” OR “SOCIAL” USE OF ALCOHOL AND DRUGS FOR ANYTHING OTHER THAN MEDICINAL PURPOSES IN THE SOCIETY IN WHICH AMERICANS LIVE

11.1. Arguments offered to defend “social” use.

11.1.1. The Bible nowhere condemns moderate use.

11.1.1.1. Of all the possible justifications for one’s conduct, “Where does it say not to?” is among the weakest.

11.1.2. There are many things which are not specifically forbidden that are unfit for the Christian

11.1.2.1. 1 Cor. 10:23 - All things are lawful for me, but not all things are helpful; all things are lawful for me, but not all things edify.

11.1.3. Paul told Timothy to use a little wine for his stomach’s sake

11.1.3.1. 1 Tim. 5:23 - No longer drink only water, but use a little wine for your stomach's sake and your frequent infirmities.

11.1.4. Paul’s instruction gives no approval for anything other than medicinal use.  The water was not clean

11.1.5. It is clear that, before Paul’s advice, Timothy had not been drinking any wine at all.

11.2. One may drink in moderation as long as it is done in the privacy of one’s own home.

11.2.1. One’s character is determined by what he does in private as well as when others are watching.

11.2.2. Many of the dangers of alcohol and drug use are present whether the use is public or private.

11.2.3. In our society, if one is to have the advantage of being thought of as a non-drinker, he will have to not drink, period. Cf. Prov. 22:1.

11.2.4. There is simply no way to drink “socially” and still retain the respect that would be possible if one totally abstained. A choice has to be made here as to what kind of reputation one wishes to have.

11.3. Helpful questions to ask regarding the “social” use of alcohol and drugs.

11.3.1. Is it legal? Cf. Rom. 13:1-7.

11.3.2. Will it harm me physically? Cf. Rom. 12:1; 1 Cor. 6:19,20; 1 Cor. 9:27.

11.3.3. Is it a good use of my money? Cf. 1 Cor. 4:2; Eph. 4:28.

11.3.4. Will it give me a good name? Cf. Prov. 22:1; 1 Tim. 4:12.

11.3.5. Do I want my children to do it? Cf. Eph. 6:4.

11.3.6. Does it identify me with undesirable companions, take me to questionable places, and surround me with influences that will weaken me? Cf. 1 Cor. 15:33.

11.3.7. Will it weaken or hinder someone else’s efforts to serve God? Cf. Rom. 14:21; 1 Cor. 8:13.

11.3.8. Is it questionable in my own mind? Cf. Rom. 14:23.

11.3.9. Will it obscure my identity as a child of God? Cf. 2 Cor. 6:14-18.

11.3.10. If the Lord were here, would He do it with me? Cf. Col. 3:17.

Conclusion

12. Drunkenness is forbidden outright as a sin which will keep an individual out of heaven - 1 Pt. 4:1-5.

12.1. Given the social context within which Americans live, the “moderate” use of alcohol and drugs is a choice that would violate a number of clear scriptural principles for the Christian’s way of life - 2 Cor. 8:21. Cf. Rom. 12:17; Phil. 4:8; 1 Pt. 2:12; etc.
13. Under the Levitical system, the priests were forbidden the use of any fermented beverages as they ministered in their priestly functions (Lev. 10:9). Now, however, under the reign of Christ, all Christians are priests (2 Pet. 2:9; Rev. 1: 6) and we are continually functioning in the capacity of offering spiritual sacrifices to God (Rom. 12:1, 2; Heb. 13:15; 1 Pet. 2:5). 

13.1. How ought Christians to conduct themselves as ministers of a greater priesthood?

14. How many more people could John the Immerser have reached had he sat on a bar stool and preached, “Another round! For the kingdom of heaven is at hand.”

15. There is no doubt that people need the gospel – everybody needs the gospel. The remedy for the social and personal ills of life is the message of Christ. It is found in the New Testament and lived by faithful Christians who “abstain from every form of evil,” “flee from fornication,” “overcome evil with good,” “abhor what is evil,” and “hold fast to what is good” (1 Thess. 5:22; 1 Cor. 6:18; Rom. 12:21; 12:9).

16. Individuals are attracted to the message, it is true, by our “good works” (Matt. 5:16), and they are encouraged to fill their minds with things that are true, honorable, just, pure, lovely, commendable, excellent, and worthy of praise (Phil 4:8). For which things, we might say, there is no “legal-limit” or “under-aged restrictions” (cf. Gal. 5:23).

17. J.B. Phillip translates Romans 12:2 like this: “Don’t let the world around you squeeze you into its own mold....” There is no need to brew up a spiritual message that is less-filling and tastes great. The gospel, undistilled, does not make us more comfortable where we are; rather, it leads us to realize the seriousness of sin and the need for a Savior – therein is righteousness and a clear conscience (cf. Rom. 1:16-17; 1 Pet. 3:21).

18. Drinking alcohol is sinful because it destroys the power of the brain (Prov. 23:31-35). 2) Drinking alcohol is sinful because it takes away understanding and causes people to act foolishly (Gen. 9:18-28). 3) Drinking alcohol is sinful because it makes one incapable of sobermindedness (Titus 2:12). 4) Drinking alcohol is wrong because it weakens and destroys the body (1 Cor. 6:19-20). 5) Drinking alcohol is wrong because it is a work of the flesh (Gal. 5:19-21). It is still true that, “Wine is a mocker, strong drink is a brawler, and whoever is led astray by it is not wise” (Prov. 20:1).

19. When all of the facts are considered, the spiritually mature individual will have no difficulty in making the choice regarding the consumption of beverage alcohol.
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