God Provides his Word
“The authority lies not in the fact that I read it, but in the fact that God wrote it.”

1. Imagine the confusion if we did not have a standards in all areas of life

1.1. In relating to weights and measures

1.2. We could not even agree on the length of a line, the volume of a tank of gasoline, etc.

1.3. Confusion would reign supreme in the market place if we did not all agree on one standard of authority in regards to weights and measures

2. Authority in religion is a very important issue for those interested in the Lord's church...

2.1. It is impossible to maintain unity unless we agree upon the same standard of authority

2.2. The unity for which Christ prayed - John 17:20-21
2.3. To avoid the division of which Paul condemned – 1 Cor. 1:10-13
3. Can we agree on authority?
3.1. If people can agree on the standard of authority in religious matters, unity is possible when we submit to that same standard

3.2. There are other elements necessary to have unity, but without a standard of authority upon which we all agree, unity is impossible!

3.3. What should be the standard of authority for Christ's church?  Let's begin with a point with which I am sure all those professing to be Christians can agree...
4. By What Authority?

4.1. In regard to the matter of Biblical authority, the four propositions below are critical:

4.1.1. Either subjectivism is the correct approach in seeking the truth, or objectivism is the correct approach.
4.1.1.1. To say that one operates from a subjectivistic point of view is to say that he claims that the truth of some proposition depends on the mental state of the knowing subject.
4.1.1.2.  To say that one operates from the objectivistic point of view is to say that he holds truth as absolute.  To say that truth is absolute is to say that it is not dependent on the subjective condition of the knower.  It is to say that truth has objective stability and independence outside of the knower.  It is to say that when an individual human being comes to the knowledge of a certain truth, this does not change that truth in any way.  

4.1.2. Either there is some objective standard, to which all men have obligation, or there is no such objective standard. 

4.1.3. Either men can know the objective standard (both that it is and what it is), or men cannot know the objective standard. 

4.1.4. Either the Bible is that objective standard or it is not.

4.2. Objective Standard or Subjective Standard

4.2.1. The truth is objective and absolute. 

4.2.2. The Bible was written over a period of several centuries, with the last words of it being penned near the end of the first century.  We sometimes hear such views as the following set out:  “The Bible teaches doctrine X to man A, and it teaches doctrine non-X (the contradictory of doctrine X) to man B, and both man A and man B hold views that are true.  Doctrine X is true for man A, and doctrine non-X is true for man B.  I brand such statements as utterly false.  

4.2.3. The Bible teaches now just exactly what it taught when it was completed in its writing, approximately two thousand years ago.  The fact that men have drawn conclusions about what it teaches does not change one “iota” of what it teaches.
4.2.4. Heb. 13:8 - Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, today, and forever.
4.3. Either there is an Objective Standard or there is not.  

4.3.1. Either there is some objective standard to which all men have obligation, or there is no objective standard.  

4.3.2. The truth is that man must have some objective standard to which he can refer in order to obtain the correct answer to religious questions.  Otherwise he is thrown back into sheer subjectivism.  This would mean that any answer given by anyone to any religious questions is a true and acceptable answer!  This is self-contradictory and therefore false.  

4.3.3. If any sense is to be made of human existence, there must exist an objective standard.  There must exist that to which men can refer in order to ascertain, not merely answers, but the correct answers to the most important questions that men can ask, those that pertain to their spiritual welfare. 

4.3.4. The Bible is the word of a being that can and does do what he claims he will do.  And, further, the Bible does claim that it can be understood by men (Is 55:11; 2 Tim. 2:15; 3:16-17).  So it follows that there is an objective standard, and it can be know by man.  The truth, God’s word, is both absolute and attainable (John 8:32).
4.4. Are there other standards? 

4.4.1. Feelings? 
4.4.1.1. Some people use their own feelings as a standard.  Some people answer such questions as, “Why are you convinced that you are saved?”  by saying, “Because I feel it right here” (while they point to their fleshly heart). 

4.4.1.2. The Bible makes clear that “there is a way that seemeth right to man, but the end thereof are the ways of death” (Prov. 16:25).  
4.4.1.3. It is clear that it is possible to feel entirely satisfied about one’s spiritual condition and yet be lost.

4.4.1.3.1. Matt. 7:21-23 – Not everyone who says to Me, 'Lord, Lord,' shall enter the kingdom of heaven, but he who does the will of My Father in heaven.  Many will say to Me in that day, 'Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in Your name, cast out demons in Your name, and done many wonders in Your name?  And then I will declare to them, 'I never knew you; depart from Me, you who practice lawlessness!
4.4.1.4. Thus, it is the case that feelings simply are not the true standard by which to judge one’s life.  In a given case, a person who feels that he is right with God may either be right with God or wrong with God.  Right feelings must come from one’s having (Knowing) the truth and obeying that truth.  

4.4.1.5. Thus, it should be clear that merely “feeling good” about one’s total situation does not at all constitute proof that one is pleasing to God.  
4.4.1.5.1. Acts 8:26-40 – The Ethiopian Eunuch 

4.4.2. Dreams or Visions? 
4.4.2.1. When asked why they are convinced that they are Christians, some people give such answers as the following.  “Several years ago I awakened in the middle of the night and saw an angel standing in the doorway of my bedroom, and the angel spoke to me and said, ‘You are a child of God.”  

4.4.2.2. In Galatians 1:6-9 Paul makes clear that even if an angel were to preach any doctrine other than what Paul, under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit had preached, that angel would be anathema.  

4.4.3. Formal Creeds?  

4.4.3.1. Some people believe that formal creeds are the standard.  Many religious groups publish books setting out the official positions of the respective group on various religious questions.  For some people, these creedal statements constitute the objective authoritative standard.  Such people regard these creedal statements as the revelation of God.  

4.4.3.2. Galatians 1:6-9 makes it clear that such a view is a false one.  Every person would do himself or herself a great favor by studying fervently and prayerfully Galatians 1:6-9 and many other passages which set forth the same basic message.  

4.4.4. Conscience?  

4.4.4.1. Some people regard their own consciences as the true objective standard.  The conscience is that God-given faculty within each individual which urges him to act in harmony with that which he believes to be right.  There are no occasions in which it is right for one ever to violate his own conscience.  

4.4.4.2. Paul said, “Whatsoever is not of faith is sin.” (Rom. 14:23)  This means that whatever we cannot do with the conviction that it is acceptable to God is sinful for us to do.  This is the case even if the action itself is right.  Conscience does not tell us what the truth is.  

4.4.4.3. One must learn the truth from God’s revelation to man.  In the case of Saul of Tarsus, the Bible makes clear that one can live “in all good conscience” and yet be “the chief of sinners” while so doing (Acts 23:1; 1 Tim. 1:15).  Conscience is not the true objective standard.  

4.4.4.4. Conscience is the God-given conviction (to each person) that he should do what he knows is the right thing to do!  

4.4.5. Common Sense?
4.4.5.1. Some people believe that common sense is the objective standard.   They hold that one can just figure out by rational thought alone what to do, without any revelation from God.  But this simply is not the case.  

4.4.5.2. The prophet Jeremiah makes it clear that “the way of man is not in himself; it is not in man that walketh to direct his steps” (Jer. 10:23).  
4.4.5.3. Prov. 3:5-6, the writer of makes it clear that men are not to lean on their own understanding, but are to trust in the Lord with all their hearts.  

4.4.5.4. We trust in the Lord by trusting in the revelation that he has given to man  
4.4.5.4.1. John 14:15 - If you love Me, keep My commandments.
4.4.5.5. We study the evidence in God’s revelation and reason about it correctly, drawing only such conclusions as are warranted by the teaching of the Bible (Is 1:18; 
4.4.5.5.1. 1 Thes. 5:21 - Test all things; hold fast what is good 
4.4.6. Sincerity?
4.4.6.1. Some will tell you sincerity is enough

4.4.6.1.1. We cannot be saved if we aren’t sincere

4.4.6.1.1.1. In Matthew 23, Christ condemned hypocrisy in very strong terms

4.4.6.1.2. Unfortunately, many people accept the idea that just being sincere in religion is sufficient

4.4.6.2. Do we have the right to be wrong and expect to be forgiven as long as we are sincere?still be pleasing to God?
4.4.6.2.1. Religion is the only area I can think of in which people accept this view
4.4.6.2.1.1. Doctors – Will his sincerity, apart from knowledge and correct treatment, cause us to be cured of our disease?

4.4.6.2.1.2. Pharmacist – Doctor gives you a prescription for heart medicine.  Can he fill it with anything as long as he’s sincere?

4.4.6.2.1.3. Law – Can I violate the law and be found guiltless as long as I was sincere when I broke the law?

4.4.6.2.1.4. Money – If I ask for $100 back from a deposit, can the teller give me $50 and me be happy about it if they did it with sincerity?

4.4.6.2.1.5. Farmers – If I want to grow wheat, can I plant pumpkin seed and expect wheat as long as I’m sincere?

4.4.6.2.1.6. Teacher – Can a student answer that 2+2=5 and be right as long as his answer is sincere?

4.4.6.2.2. The answer to all of these is NO!!!!

4.4.6.3. How can one then say that, in regards to religion, sincerity turns wrong answers into right ones?
4.4.6.4. Do we have the right to be wrong religiously and expect to still be pleasing to God?
4.5. What has been the driving force contributed to the development and abundance of denominations today...?

4.5.1. It really comes down to the issue of authority
5. Jesus Christ has been given all authority
5.1. From the beginning of his ministry
5.1.1. Christ made it clear that our obedience was to be to the will of the Father
5.1.1.1. Temptation - Matthew 4:4
5.1.1.2. There is a right and a wrong in religion – Matthew 7:21-22
5.2. Christ claims…
5.2.1. He claimed all authority in heaven and on earth has been given to Him – Matt. 28:18
5.2.2. He therefore expects us to observe all things He has commanded – Matt. 28:19-20
5.3. His Apostles taught...
5.3.1. He is the head of the body (the church) – Eph. 1:22-23
5.3.2. As such, we are to submit to Him in everything – Eph. 5:23-24
5.4. If Jesus were on earth today, we could solve all religious questions by simply asking Him.  But since He is not on earth, what then?
6. Jesus delegated authority to his Apostles
6.1. To believe Christ, we must believe his Apostles
6.1.1. As Jesus taught in John 13:20
6.1.2. Note that the word 'apostle' means 'one sent'

6.1.3. So as Jesus speaks of 'whomever I send', He has particular reference to His apostles

6.1.3.1. The apostles were sent as 'ambassadors' for Christ - 2 Cor. 5:20
6.1.3.2. Therefore the early church "continued steadfastly in the apostles' doctrine" - Acts 2:42
6.2. To ensure reliability, Jesus promised the Holy Spirit...
6.2.1. Who would teach the apostles all things, reminding them of what Jesus said - John 14:26
6.2.2. The Spirit would guide the apostles into all truth
6.2.2.1. John 16:12-15 - READ
6.3. The Holy Spirit guided them to all truth...
6.3.1. Paul said he taught "the whole counsel of God" - Acts 20:27
6.3.2. Peter wrote God "has given to us all things that pertain to life and godliness" – 2 Pet. 1:3
6.4. So the apostles were given all the truth God (and Christ) wanted us to know.  If the apostles were on earth today, we could simply ask them to settle religious differences.  But again, they are not on earth.
7. The Apostles, and other inspired writers, have written what Christ wants us to know…
7.1. In the New Testament, we have what the Apostles, and other inspired writers, were given by the Holy Spirit
7.1.1. As Paul explained in Eph. 3:1-5
7.1.2. He wrote, so that when we read his writings we can have his same understanding

7.1.3. Peter wrote his epistles that we might always be reminded - 2 Pet. 1:12-15; 3:1-2
7.2. In the New Testament, we have the commands of the Lord himself...
7.2.1. As Paul made clear in 1 Cor. 14:37
7.2.2. As Peter confirmed, such writings as Paul's were considered Scripture – 2 Pet 3:15-16
7.2.3. Therefore, when we have questions about what the Lord would have us to do...

7.2.3.1. We don't have to ascend to heaven for an answer

7.2.3.2. We don't have to ask Jesus personally, nor His apostles

7.2.3.3. We simply need to turn to the apostles' writing (i.e., the New Testament)!

7.2.4. In the New Testament, the warehouse of the "Christ’s doctrine", we can turn to learn the will of Jesus, given through His inspired ambassadors.  But this raises another question:  Is the New Testament a complete guide for us today; i.e., is it sufficient...?
8. The New Testament is a complete, all sufficient guide
8.1. It must be complete for “The Faith” has been revealed “Once for All”...
8.1.1. Consider carefully the words of Jude - Jude 3
8.1.1.1. "Once for all" literally means "one time for all time"

8.1.1.2. We cannot expect further revelation in the future

8.1.1.3. The inspired writings, as collected in the New Testament, are all we have

8.1.1.4. Our task, is not to look for further revelation, but to "contend earnestly for the faith which was once for all delivered to the saints"!

8.2. According to the Inspired Writers, the scriptures are indeed sufficient...
8.2.1. Sufficient to make one complete, furnished unto every good work 2 Tim. 3:16-17
8.2.2. They provide all we need to enjoy life and godliness – 2 Pet. 1:3
8.2.3. By heeding the inspired writings...

8.2.4. We will have the true knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ - 2 Pet. 1:8-9
8.2.5. An abundant entrance will be supplied into the everlasting kingdom of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ - 2 Pet. 1:10-11
8.3. We are left with God’s providence and his Word...
8.3.1. As Paul prepared the elders of the church at Ephesus for his departure, he commended them to God and the word of His grace - Acts 20:32
8.3.2. He did not instruct them to appoint apostles to take his place

8.3.3. He did not instruct them to seek further revelation (for Paul had already proclaimed "the whole counsel of God" to them - Acts 20:27
8.3.4. He simply directed them to two things:

8.3.4.1. To God Himself (i.e., His Divine Providence)

8.3.4.2. The word of His grace (that word which had been revealed by Paul himself)

8.3.5. These two blessings, Paul was confident, were able to do two things:

8.3.5.1. Build them up

8.3.5.2. Give them an inheritance among all those who are sanctified
9. The Bible – The ONLY Standard
9.1. There is a chain of authority from God (the Father) to Jesus Christ (the Son) to the Holy Spirit to the apostles and prophets and, finally to the sacred Scriptures, the Bible (1 Cor. 15:27; Mt 28:18; John 16:13; Eph 3:5; 2 Tim. 3:16-17; 2 Pet 1:20-21; 2 John 9-11; 1 Cor. 4:6; John 10:35).  Therefore, Christianity is the religion of Biblical authority.  

9.2. Authority inherently resides in God.  This is the case because God is the creator of the world and of man (Gen. 1:1; John 1:1-3).  It is God who, by virtue of the fact that He is the Creator, and is infinite in all attributes, stipulates conditions with which sinners must comply in order to be saved and to remain saved (Deut. 11:26-28).  

9.3. With the exception of the Father, Christ is the highest authority.  This truth is made clear in Matt. 28:18-20 with 1 Cor. 15:27.  It is He, Jesus Christ, whom men are to hear (Deut. 18:15; Matt. 17:5; Acts 3:22-23).  

9.4. In turn, Christ has delegated authority to His apostles as they were guided by the Holy Spirit.  This was in accordance with Christ’s promise to His apostles (John 14:26; 16:13; Matt. 18:18; Acts 1:5-8).  

9.5. Through the laying on of the apostles’ hands, disciples received the miraculous gift of prophecy, a gift of the Holy Spirit (Acts 6:6, 8; 8:14-18; 1 Cor. 12:4-11).  These apostles, along with prophets, have revealed the will of God to man (Eph 3:5; 2 Pet. 1:19-21).  

9.6. And so, the Scriptures are authoritative because they are God’s word.  The Holy Spirit so guided the writing of the Scriptures that the very words of the Bible are just as much the words of God as if God Himself were to speak in an audible voice. 
10. Can we have Unity today?

10.1. We have the same “seed” (the word, Luke 8:11) as that “sown” (preached) by the Apostles and others disciples  of Christ (2 Pet. 1:20-21; Eph. 3:5; 1 Tim. 3:16-17)

10.2. We have the same power (to save) available to us; that is we have the Gospel, God’s power to save (Rom. 1:16-17)

10.3. Because we have that same power, we have the power to attain and maintain unity as did those in the first century (Acts 2:14-47)

10.4. When the “seed” of human religious doctrine is sown in the hearts of men and is believed and obeyed, those who thus obey, become something other than sons of God.
11. Conclusion
11.1. The New Testament, then, is how...

11.1.1. Christ speaks to us today

11.1.2. He leads us to life everlasting!

11.2. It is through the writing of the inspired writers, Christ’s doctrine, that the Lord speaks and directs His Church...!

11.3. It is Christ’s doctrine that is the standard of authority in matters of religion

11.4. It is Christ’s doctrine in which we must 'continue steadfastly"! - Acts 2:42
11.5. John 12:48 - He who rejects Me, and does not receive My words, has that which judges him--the word that I have spoken will judge him in the last day
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