Heaven Centered Thinking – 08/10/03

1. Text: Phil. 3:20,21 - For our citizenship is in heaven, from which we also eagerly wait for the Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ, who will transform our lowly body that it may be conformed to His glorious body, according to the working by which He is able even to subdue all things to Himself
2. We need regular reminders of how important heaven ought to be to us.
3. One problem in our own day is the tendency to become so contented with this world that we cease desiring very strongly to go to heaven.
4. Even in the days of the apostles, there were problems in people’s thinking about heaven

4.1. 1 Cor. 15:12 - Now if Christ is preached that He has been raised from the dead, how do some among you say that there is no resurrection of the dead?

4.2. 1 Thess. 4:13-18 - But I do not want you to be ignorant, brethren, concerning those who have fallen asleep, lest you sorrow as others who have no hope.  For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so God will bring with Him those who sleep in Jesus.  For this we say to you by the word of the Lord, that we who are alive and remain until the coming of the Lord will by no means precede those who are asleep.  For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of an archangel, and with the trumpet of God. And the dead in Christ will rise first.  Then we who are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And thus we shall always be with the Lord.  Therefore comfort one another with these words
4.3. 2 Thess. 2:1,2 - Now, brethren, concerning the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ and our gathering together to Him, we ask you, not to be soon shaken in mind or troubled, either by spirit or by word or by letter, as if from us, as though the day of Christ had come.  

5. Heaven is at the very heart of true Christianity.

6. Take away the concept of heaven, and all that is left of the religion of Jesus Christ is a hollow shell of little use to the world.

6.1. Modern “humanism” denies anything beyond this life — and “religious humanism” is a contradiction in terms.

6.2. The religious philosophy known as the “social gospel” concentrates solely on transforming this world into a better place — it seeks to build the kingdom of God on earth.

6.3. In contrast both to humanism and the social gospel, the Scriptures affirm the reality of the heaven for which the Christian hopes

6.3.1. John 14:1-3 - "In My Father's house are many mansions; if it were not so, I would have told you. I go to prepare a place for you.  And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and receive you to Myself; that where I am, there you may be also
6.3.2. Col. 1:5 - because of the hope which is laid up for you in heaven, of which you heard before in the word of the truth of the gospel
7. We must meditate on heaven and learn to cherish it — we must truly make it the hope it ought to be.
8. We need more heaven-centered minds! Many have forgotten that this world is not our home and that we're just passing through. Carnal-mindedness is rampaging across our land and it has even filtered into the Lord's body. So many are so wrapped up in the cares and affairs of this life that they have made little or no preparation for eternity.  

9. The Holy Scriptures constantly emphasizes the need for heaven-centered thinking and living

9.1. Paul said, "Seek those things which are above, where Christ sitteth on the right hand of God. Set your affection on things above, not on things on the earth (Col. 3:1,2). 

9.1.1. The Colossians needed to revamp their thinking to be more heaven-centered rather than earth-centered. 

9.2. A similar admonition fell from the lips of our Lord:

9.2.1. "Lay not up for yourselves treasures upon earth, where moth and rust doth corrupt and where thieves break through and steal: But lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust doth corrupt and where thieves do not break through and steal: For where your treasure is, there will your heart be also" (Matt. 6:19-21).  

10. In spite of the plain declaration of the preceding passages, a mad dash to accumulate earthly treasures has relegated laying up heavenly treasures to a place of secondary importance. When will we ever realize the futility of setting our affections upon a place that is temporal in nature? 

11. Peter reminded his readers of the certainty of Christ's coming and the consequences:

11.1. 2 Pet. 3:10 - When the day of the Lord comes, the heavens will pass away with a great noise, the elements shall melt with fervent heat, and the earth and all of its works will be burned up. 

11.2. 2 Pet. 3:11 - Peter then asked a question that we would do well to soberly examine. He said, "Seeing then that all these things shall be dissolved what manner of persons ought ye to be in all holy conversation and godliness. . .? 

11.3. In other words, since the earth and all within it is going to someday be annihilated, should you be earth centered or heaven-centered in your thinking?  

12. Two masters are competing for our affections--Satan and Christ. No heart is big enough for both (Mt. 6:24). Only those who forsake the world (Satan's domain) can go to heaven (1 Jn. 2:15-17). This means we must deny ungodliness and worldly lusts and live soberly, righteously and godly in this present world (Tit. 2:12). It means we are not conformed to this world but transformed into His image (Rm. 12:2) and have crucified selfish desires (Gal. 2:20). No one can go to heaven who practices worldliness. 

13. Have you given up the world for Christ?

14. Is your heart set on going to heaven? If you died tonight, would you go there? Are you packed and ready to leave?

15. Jesus' love made our trip to heaven possible. He gave up heaven (for a time), that we might enjoy it (forever). "For ye know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that, though he was rich, yet for your sakes he became poor, that ye through his poverty might be rich" (2 Cor. 8:9)

16. He died that we might live. "But God commendeth his love toward us, in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us" (Rm. 5:8). 

17. He loves us and wants us to come live with Him (John 14:1-3). That is why we can go to heaven. Thus, "We love him, because he first loved us" (1 Jn. 4:19) 

18. We now come full circle.  5 weeks ago we started this journey by preaching Jesus Christ crucified.  The humiliation the Son of God went through so that we might have a chance at eternal life.  The incredible sacrifice he made for us.  The graphic death of the cross.  Do you love him?  Are you willing to sacrifice for him?

19. THE COST OF DISCIPLESHIP
19.1. JESUS MUST COME FIRST...

19.1.1. Before one's own self - Lk 9:23-24 - Then He said to them all, "If anyone desires to come after Me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross daily, and follow Me.  For whoever desires to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for My sake will save it
19.1.2. Before anyone else, including family - Lk 14:26; Mt 10:34-37
19.1.3. Before anything the world has to offer - Lk 9:25; Lk 14:33
19.2. WE MUST BE WILLING TO SUFFER FOR CHRIST...

19.2.1. We must be willing to bear our own cross - Lk 14:27
19.2.2. Living in an ungodly world, we may find that following Christ sometimes involves ridicule and persecution - 2 Ti 3:12
19.2.3. The persecution may be physical - 1 Pe 4:12-13
19.2.4. The persecution may be verbal - Lk 6:27-28
19.3. Other things we must endure for Christ's sake:

19.3.1. Personal weaknesses in our struggle against sin - 1 Co 9:27
19.3.2. Disappointments brought on by failing brethren - 2 Co 11:29
19.3.2.1. E.g., whose apathy and neglect produce slothful service

19.3.2.2. E.g., whose irregular attendance makes it difficult to depend on them

19.3.2.3. E.g., whose unwillingness to serve creates extra burdens on those who do serve

19.3.2.4. E.g., whose murmuring hinders the efforts of those who try to do something

19.4. Even if blessed to escape such things, we must still be willing to expend time and effort in promoting the cause of Christ in positive ways

19.4.1. Sometimes alone, or with few to help

19.4.2. Sometimes in difficult places, where few appreciate your efforts 

19.5. FROM THE PEN OF PAUL... 

19.5.1. A man who endured much hardship - cf. 2 Co 11:23-25 

19.5.2. Yet looked forward to: 

19.5.2.1. A house not made with hands - 2 Co 5:1
19.5.2.2. The riches of God's grace – Eph. 2:7
19.5.2.3. A glorious transformation - Ph 3:20-21
19.5.2.4. A crown of righteousness - 2 Ti 4:8
19.5.2.5. A heavenly kingdom - 2 Ti 4:18  

19.6. FROM THE PEN OF PETER...

19.6.1. A man who likewise suffered hardship

19.6.2. Yet looked forward to:

19.6.2.1. An inheritance imperishable, undefiled, reserved in heaven - 1 Pet. 1:4
19.6.2.2. A new heavens and new earth, in which righteousness dwells - 2 Pet. 3:13-14 

20. Heaven-centered thinking will enable us to remember to love not the world, neither the things that are in the world (1 John 2:15). Let us never forget that the world passeth away and the lust thereof: but he that doeth the will of God abideth forever (1 John 2:17).

21. HEAVEN IS OUR TRUE HOPE

21.1. We have been “begotten...again to a living hope,” and we have an “inheritance...reserved in heaven” (1 Pt. 1:3-5).

22. HEAVEN IS OUR TRUE TREASURE

22.1. Heaven is where all that really matters to us is.

22.2. It is the joy of our Lord: “His lord said to him, ‘Well done, good and faithful servant; you were faithful over a few things, I will make you ruler over many things. Enter into the joy of your lord’” (Mt. 25:21).

22.3. Heaven is where our treasures are - Mt. 6:19-21.

22.4. We ought to look upon anything that would take heaven away from us as fraudulent. Cf. Col. 2:18. 

23. It is the hope of the “crown of righteousness” that motivates us to fight the good fight, to finish the race, and to keep the faith - 2 Tim. 4:6-8. 

24. In heaven there will be rest: “Then I heard a voice from heaven saying to me, Write: ‘Blessed are the dead who die in the Lord from now on.’ ‘Yes,’ says the Spirit, ‘that they may rest from their labors, and their works follow them’” (Rev. 14:13).

25. HEAVEN IS OUR TRUE HOME  

25.1. Although we presently live in this world, we are not of it. Cf. Jn. 17:14-16; 15:19.

25.2. We are pilgrims, sojourners, aliens, and strangers - 1 Pt. 2:11; 1:17.

25.3. “Our citizenship is in heaven” (Phil. 3:20,21).

26. HOME IS WHERE WE “BELONG”

26.1. Citizens of the heavenly kingdom do not really “fit in” in this world - Jn. 15:18,19; 17:14-16.

26.2. Spiritually, we are pilgrims, sojourners, strangers in a foreign land - Heb. 13:14. Cf. Phil. 3:20.

27. HOME IS WHERE OUR HEAVENLY FATHER IS

27.1. To “depart and be with Christ” is “far better” (Phil. 1:23). Cf. 2 Cor. 5:6-8.

27.2. The fact that God is there is really all anybody needs to know to want to go to heaven - Rev. 7:14-17.
28. THE "ETERNAL ABODE" AS DESCRIBED IN HEBREWS...

28.1. First, we find the author speaking of having "a better and enduring possession for yourselves in heaven" - He 10:34
28.2. In describing the hope of Abraham and the faithful, the author speaks of a CITY (or dwelling place)..."...the city which has foundations, whose builder and maker is God" – Heb. 11:10
28.3. "...for He has prepared a city for them" – Heb. 11:13-16
28.4. Speaking of himself and his fellow Christians, the author writes:  "For here we have no continuing city, but we seek the one to come" – Heb. 13:14
28.5. Here, then, is one way of speaking of the hope of the righteous, as it relates to their eternal abode:

28.5.1. It is a "city", whose builder and maker is God

28.5.2. It is a "heavenly city", in the sense of its NATURE

28.5.3. This "enduring possession" is PRESENTLY "prepared...laid up...reserved" for us in heaven!

29. It Is ETERNAL. The salvation enjoyed will be eternal (Matt. 25:46). To the obedient, Christ becomes the author of eternal salvation (Heb. 5:9). Christ obtained eternal salvation for the faithful with His own blood (Heb. 9:12). In heaven, the saved will enjoy the promise of Christ-- eternal life (I Jn. 2:25).  
30. It Is APPOINTED. Christ will divide the saved from the lost (Matt. 25:31-34). The appointment is inevitable (Heb. 9:27). Heaven is preparing for the appointed day (1 Thes. 5:1-2). Heaven is promised to the prepared (1 Cor. 9:27). Only those baptized in Christ (1 Pet. 3:21) and faithful are prepared for this appointed.  

31. It Is VICTORY. The saved will bask in the victory made possible by the cross (Jn. 3:16). Those overcoming will gain the victory of Jesus (Rev. 15:2). The born of God overcome the world (I Jn. 5:4). Heaven is the final victory.  
32. It Is EXCLUSIVE. It is entered by a narrow gate and strait way (Matt. 7:13-14). It will not be opened to everyone saying "Lord, Lord," but rather those who do His will (Matt. 7:21). No one will accidentally make it to heaven.  

33. It Is NEW. This life is the veil of tears and continuous sorrows (Job 14:1). In heaven, there will be no tears (Rev. 7:17). In this life, death is common (Heb.9:27). In heaven there is no death (Gal. 6:8). This life encumbers with sin and temptation (Rom. 3:23). In heaven is no sin (Rev. 21:27). Heaven says, "All things are new here" (Rev. 21:5)!

In view of that place called heaven, every lost soul should obey the gospel (Acts 22:16). Every Christian should remain faithful (Rev. 2:10). Christ tells all to lay up treasure in HEAVEN (Matt. 6:20)!

Heaven is that “prepared place for a prepared people.” We can read of the beauty of Heaven in Revelation 21:10-22:5. We should all want to go there. But often times we see people who want to do as little as possible and get into that beautiful city. Taking into consideration what many try to do, let’s ask the following questions;

CAN I GO TO HEAVEN and love the things of the world? NO! John wrote, “Love not the world... If any man love the world, the love of the Father is not in him” (1 John 2:15).

CAN I GO TO HEAVEN and forsake the assembly of the saints?? NO! “Not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together as the manner of some is…”(Heb. 10:25).

CAN I GO TO HEAVEN and not work for the Lord? NO! Listen to the words of James, “Even so faith, if it hath not works is dead, being along…For as the body without the spirit is dead, so faith without works is dead also” (James 2:17,26).

CAN I GO TO HEAVEN and live any way I choose? NO! We must live “faithful unto death” if we expect to receive a crown of life (Rev. 2:10). We must live our life as instructed in Titus 2:12, “…denying ungodliness and worldly lusts, we should live soberly, righteously, and godly, in this present world.”

CAN I GO TO HEAVEN and not be obedient to the Lord’s plan of salvation? NO! Jesus gave a plan by which sins might be forgiven. Sin is the only thing that will keep us from heaven (Rev. 21:27), and since all sin (1 Jn. 1:9), we must all obey (Heb. 5:9).

To enter the road to heaven, one must ford the waters of baptism (Mk. 16:16). This entrance is further restricted to those mature enough to understand the Gospel (John 6:44,45), convinced enough to strongly believe in Christ (Jn. 8:24), convicted enough to forsake a sinful lifestyle (Lk. 13:3), and courageous enough to publicly confess faith in Christ (Rm. 10:9,10)

We must HEAR the Word (Rom. 10:17), we must BELIEVE that Word (John 8:32) we must REPENT of our sins (Acts 2:38), we must CONFESS Christ as Lord (Matt. 10:32) and we must BE BAPTIZED for the remission of sins (Mark 16:16; Acts 2:38). It is only by obedience that WE CAN GO TO HEAVEN!

Our hearts need to be where home is – 

Col. 3:1-4 - If then you were raised with Christ, seek those things, which are above, where Christ is, sitting at the right hand of God. Set your mind on things above, not on things on the earth.  For you died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God.  When Christ who is our life appears, then you also will appear with Him in glory
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