What is the church?

1. Christ laid the foundation for man’s acceptance by God

1.1. Matt. 4:4 - It is written, 'Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word that proceeds from the mouth of God.

1.2. Matt. 7:13-14 - Enter by the narrow gate; for wide is the gate and broad is the way that leads to destruction, and there are many who go in by it.  Because narrow is the gate and difficult is the way which leads to life, and there are few who find it.
1.3. Matt 7 :15-29 – READ

2. The church begins

2.1. God set certain things into operation by miraculous means and then perpetuated them by divine law

2.2. Matt. 16:17-18 - He said to them, But who do you say that I am?" Simon Peter answered and said, "You are the Christ, the Son of the living God.  Jesus answered and said to him, "Blessed are you, Simon Bar-Jonah, for flesh and blood has not revealed this to you, but My Father who is in heaven.  And I also say to you that you are Peter, and on this rock I will build My church, and the gates of Hades shall not prevail against it.
2.3. The church first came into existence by supernatural acts
2.3.1. Christ promised that the kingdom would come with power

2.3.1.1. Mark 9:1
2.3.2. The apostles received power when the Holy Spirit came upon them.  This transpired the events on Pentecost found in Acts 2
2.3.2.1. Acts 1:8
2.3.2.2. Thus the church began pursuant to miraculous events

2.3.2.3. Lord adds to the church

2.3.2.3.1. Acts 2:47
2.4. The church then was spread as men went everywhere preaching the word

2.4.1. Acts 8:4
2.4.2. Mark 1:14 tells us that Christ preached “the Gospel of the Kingdom of God”
2.4.3. In explaining the parables of the soils, Jesus states that the seed is the Word of God – Luke 8:11
2.5. The church began miraculously, but it is now perpetuated by God’s law. Through the preaching of the Gospel

2.5.1. God’s word is truth – John 17:17
3. What is the church?

3.1. Greek word ecclesia – out of or to call; to call out

3.2. It is used in the new Testament to designate the body of people which, in full and free response to the preaching of Jesus as Lord, believed his word and obeyed his will
3.3. 70 out of 73 times the church is mentioned in the New Testament, it is referenced in a possessive (My) or singular (the)
3.4.  1 Cor. 12:12 - "For as the body is one, and hath many members, and all the members of that one body, being many are one body: so also is Christ."
3.5. Why so many religious organizations?

3.5.1. To be discussed in detail in a later lesson, but remember the church is made up of two sides; the divine and human.

3.5.1.1. Divine Side – the church, as it exists in the plan and mind of God is perfect
3.5.1.2. Human side – comprised of fallible beings , that often fall short of God’s requirements.

3.6. The church is the earthly kingdom of God

3.6.1. Jesus used the terms synonymously in Matt. 16:18-19.

3.6.2. The presence of the of the Lord’s supper within the church reveals the relationship between the two (Luke 22:29-30)

3.6.3. One kingdom of Christ (Colossians 1:13-14) 

3.6.4. Christ is the king.
3.6.4.1. The church is not a democracy that determines what it believes.  We are governed by the Lord’s authority (Matt. 28:18; Col. 3:17)

3.7. The church is a body, a life possessing organism, consisting of members and a head

3.7.1. One body – Eph. 4:4
3.7.2. One head – Eph. 4:15
3.7.3. Paul said: "For by one Spirit are we all baptized into one body, whether we be Jews or Gentiles, whether we be bond or free; and have been all made to drink into one Spirit...Now are ye the body of Christ, and members in particular" (1 Cor 12:13, 17).
3.8. The church is the body of “baptized believers…”
3.8.1. Acts 2:36-47 - READ

3.8.2. James 2:17 - Thus also faith by itself, if it does not have works, is dead.

3.8.3. The church is the body of baptized believers, called out from the world
3.9. The church is represented in scriptures as the family of God

3.9.1. Eph. 2:17-22 – READ 
3.10. The bride of Christ
3.10.1. Eph. 5:23-24 - READ
