Lesson’s from the Life of Christ

1. Introduction 

2. One issue I have always had in trying to emulate Christ and walk as he did was I always understood in the back of my mind that he was God’s son.  Of course he should have lived a perfect life!
3. Faith helps me understand that. 

4. In order for me to learn and make application from the life of Christ, I must come to the understanding that he was human.  

4.1. Philippians 2:5-8 – Have this mind in you, which was also in Christ Jesus: who, existing in the form of God, counted not the being on an equality with God a thing to be grasped, but emptied himself, taking the form of a servant, being made in the likeness of men; and being found in fashion as a man, he humbled himself, becoming obedient [even] unto death, yea, the death of the cross.
4.2. Romans 8:3-4 - For what the law could not do, in that it was weak through the flesh, (the Law of Moses was weak in that it tried to control the flesh instead of the heart.  Our weakness is found in the flesh.) God, sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh and for sin, condemned sin in the flesh: that the ordinance of the law might be fulfilled in us, who walk not after the flesh, but after the Spirit.
4.3. Hebrews 2:17 - Wherefore it behooved him in all things to be made like unto his brethren, that he might become a merciful and faithful high priest in things pertaining to God, to make propitiation for the sins of the people.
4.4. He had free moral agency to make decisions just as any human does.

Sermon
1. Prepare to serve God early in life
1.1. Luke 2:40-52 – Jesus in Jerusalem with his parents
1.2. Verse 46-49 - Now so it was that after three days they found Him in the temple, sitting in the midst of the teachers, both listening to them and asking them questions.  And all who heard Him were astonished at His understanding and answers.  So when they saw Him, they were amazed; and His mother said to Him, "Son, why have You done this to us? Look, Your father and I have sought You anxiously.  And He said to them, "Why did you seek Me? Did you not know that I must be about My Father's business?
1.3. Proverbs 22:6 - Train up a child in the way he should go, And when he is old he will not depart from it
1.3.1. These are words for faithful and devout parents who seek to guide and direct their children in paths of truth and righteousness.  This cannot wait until they are 8, 10, 12 14, or 16 years old.
2. You can overcome temptations regardless of what human weakness it appeals to
2.1. Matthew 4:1-11
2.2. Read verses 2-4 
2.2.1. Unwilling to satisfy the pleasures of the flesh.  He does not diminish the importance of physical bread in the maintaining of life, but he acknowledges something more important. 

2.3. Not the only time Christ told us that God and our service to him should be first

2.3.1. Matthew 5:30-34 – Now if God so clothes the grass of the field, which today is, and tomorrow is thrown into the oven, will He not much more clothe you, O you of little faith?  Therefore do not worry, saying, 'What shall we eat?' or 'What shall we drink?' or 'What shall we wear?  For after all these things the Gentiles seek. For your heavenly Father knows that you need all these things.  But seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness, and all these things shall be added to you.  Therefore do not worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will worry about its own things. Sufficient for the day is its own trouble.
2.4. Read verses 5-7
2.4.1. Satan perverted the passage found in Psalms 91:11.  The passage was written to encourage faith, but not to encourage presumption.  The passage clearly means that man must comply with the will of God and trust in the ordinary means that God has provided for his well-being, not to try him by putting yourself in danger while violating his will.

2.5. Read verses 8-10
2.5.1. Christ let’s Satan know that NO material gain is worth denying God
3. Jesus refuses to conform to human expectations – John 6:22-71
3.1. Real love also means telling a person what he needs to hear. Jesus is here acting in complete Biblical love, despite the fact that he is “coming down hard” on these professed followers.
3.1.1. Total love involves giving a person what he needs, not necessarily what he wants or expects!
3.1.2. There is more love in losing an earthly relationship by trying to bring a knowledge of the truth than there is in keeping quiet to maintain the earthly relationship while their soul is headed for eternal damnation

3.1.3. He is simply trying to help them look beyond the physical or temporal to a recognition of Him as the only means to live spiritually forever (6:51) by means of his unfashionable, humiliating death on the cross (Phil 2:6-11).
3.2. The Messiah was to be despised and rejected of men…as one from whom men hide their face” (Isa. 53:3).
3.2.1. Why was Christ rejected by the Jews?
3.2.2. He was scorned because of what he DID and who he said he WAS. He failed to adapt himself to faulty mortal calculations as to the type of king they so madly desired and hoped for in Israel
3.3. Jesus knew that ultimate truth came from God because “it is not in man that walketh to direct his steps” (Jer. 10:23) and that fallible humans must ascertain truth, NOT establish it (Isa. 48:17; Judges 17:6; Isa 55:8-9).
3.3.1. TRUTH is more important to our Lord than (1) numbers, (2) meeting the “felt needs” of his audience when such contradicts God’s objective will or leads one to follow him for secondary motives, (3) unscriptural unity (i.e. union), (4) possibly hurting the feelings of would-be devotees to his cause, and even (5) wholesale defections from “walking with him”
3.4. When will men recognize that the best possible “soul winning, soul saving workshop” is a situation in which the truth is preached in love without compromise and directed toward the most pertinent needs of the listener?
4. Jesus teaches us how to handle rejection for his sake

4.1. Family may oppose me, friends may reject me.  Rejection became common place for Christ.

4.1.1. Judas

4.1.1.1. Matthew 26:21-25
4.1.1.2. John 13:26-27 - Jesus answered, “It is he to whom I shall give a piece of bread when I have dipped it.”  And having dipped the bread, He gave it to Judas Iscariot, the son of Simon.  Now after the piece of bread, Satan entered him. Then Jesus said to him, “What you do, do quickly.”
4.1.2. Peter

4.1.2.1. Luke 22:31-34; 54-62 - READ
4.1.3. Those who crucified him

4.1.3.1. Luke 23:34 tells us at this point Christ says “Father, forgive them; for they know not what they do
5. Obedience at all cost

5.1. Luke 22:39-44 - READ
5.2. Matthew 27:26-50 - READ
6. Jesus teaches us about coming home

6.1. Peter

6.1.1. John 21:15-23
6.2. Parable of the Lost Son

6.2.1. Luke 15:11-32
Conclusion

1. Was Christ human?  Absolutely

1.1. Hebrews 4:15-16 - For we do not have a High Priest who cannot sympathize with our weaknesses, but was in all points tempted as we are, yet without sin.  Let us therefore come boldly to the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy and find grace to help in time of need.
1.2. He proved that you can, as a human, overcome all temptations and live for God

2. Christ teaches us that above all things, no matter our sins, we can always come home.

3. If you have needs, will you come home this morning?

