Peter’s Uncertainty
INTRODUCTION
1. Welcome; Happy to know the Lord’s church is alive and well in Colorado Springs

2. Have you ever had one of those days when you start to do something and just can’t remember what you were going to do 

3. Three sisters

3.1. Three sisters ages 92, 94, and 96 live in a house together.  One night the 96 year old draws a bath.  She puts her foot in and pauses.  She yells to her other sisters, “ Was I getting in or out of the bath?”

3.2. The 94-year-old yells back, “I don’t know.  I’ll come and see.  She starts up the stairs and pauses.  “Was I going up the stairs or down?”

3.3. The 92-year-old is sitting at the kitchen table having tea and listening to her sisters.  She shakes her head and says, “I hope I never get that forgetful.”  She knocks on wood for good measure.

3.4. She then yells, “I’ll come up and help both of you as soon as I see who’s at the door!”

4. That is a silly story about three people who were uncertain about the situation they found themselves in. But it can be used to help us understand that in regards to our living for Christ, we often don’t know whether we are coming or going.

4.1. You don’t have to be up in years to be afflicted with uncertainty.

5. Christians find themselves battling this issue all the time.

5.1. We start down the path of righteousness but we sometimes stop and can’t remember who we are, what we are, or what our lives are to be about.  We are uncertain.

5.2. Could be caused by divorce, fear, death etc

6. Our language has colorful expressions for uncertainty: to be wishy-washy, to hem and haw, to beat around the bush, to straddle the fence.

6.1. When talking about Christianity, it has more serious meanings.

6.2. Text: Matt. 12:30 – He who is not with me is against me, and he who does not gather with me scatters abroad.

6.3. Jesus described some of these as having “no root”  

6.3.1. Matt. 13:20,21 - But he who received the seed on stony places, this is he who hears the word and immediately receives it with joy; yet he has no root in himself, but endures only for a while. For when tribulation or persecution arises because of the word, immediately he stumbles.
6.3.1.1. This is NOT a mind which is stubborn or rebellious, it simply lacks knowledge and understanding

6.3.1.2. These do not count the cost or understand there is a daily cross to bear.

6.4. These individuals are unsteady.

6.4.1. Eph. 4:13-14 - till we all come to the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to a perfect man, to the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ; that we should no longer be children, tossed to and fro and carried about with every wind of doctrine, by the trickery of men, in the cunning craftiness of deceitful plotting
6.4.2. Jas. 1:5-8 - If any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask of God, who gives to all liberally and without reproach, and it will be given to him.  But let him ask in faith, with no doubting, for he who doubts is like a wave of the sea driven and tossed by the wind.  For let not that man suppose that he will receive anything from the Lord; he is a double-minded man, unstable in all his ways.  

7. In spiritual matters, as well as in more trivial things, the inability to make decisions — and, more important, to make them stick — is dangerous.

8. Uncertainty is not new and affects all people who try to live a Christian life.

9. This morning I want to look at a man who dealt with uncertainty about his life as a follower of Christ in hopes of helping us understand that we are not alone in this dilemma and we can overcome

10. There is one in the New Testament who was a master of uncertainty.

10.1. A man, who depending on the circumstances was either Jesus’ staunchest defender, or one of the first to deny him.  

10.2. He would earnestly stand strong for the truth, but mix him up with the wrong crowd and he would tell people what they wanted to hear.

10.3. Who was this man?  His name was Peter.

The faces of Peter

1. Peter with Jesus; early dealings

1.1. We first see mention of Peter in Matthew 4:18 when he and his brother Andrew, both fishermen, are called by Jesus when he says in verse 19, “Follow me and I will make you fishers of men.”

1.2. He sees the amazing power of Jesus impact his own family when in Matthew 8:14-15 Jesus heals Peter’s mother in law who was lying sick with fever.

1.3. Sees many miracles performed by Christ including the feeding of the 5,000 in Matthew 14.

1.4. Jesus walks on the water

1.4.1. Matthew 14:26-33 - And when the disciples saw him walking on the sea, they were troubled, saying, It is a ghost; and they cried out for fear.  But straightway Jesus spake unto them, saying Be of good cheer; it is I; be not afraid.  And Peter answered him and said, Lord, if it be thou, bid me come unto the upon the waters.  And he said, Come. And Peter went down from the boat, and walked upon the waters to come to Jesus.  But when he saw the wind, he was afraid; and beginning to sink, he cried out, saying, Lord, save me.  And immediately Jesus stretched forth his hand, and took hold of him, and saith unto him, O thou of little faith, wherefore didst thou doubt?  And when they were gone up into the boat, the wind ceased.  And they that were in the boat worshipped him, saying, Of a truth thou art the Son of God
1.4.2. He believed his faith is strong enough so he tries to walk to Christ on the surface of the water.  He fails.

1.4.3. This is the problem that so many of us have.  We believe our faith is strong until faced with a situation that challenges us and causes us to fear.  Then uncertainty creeps in.

2. Peter; the confessor of Christ

2.1. Matt. 16:15-18 - He said to them, "But who do you say that I am?  Simon Peter answered and said, "You are the Christ, the Son of the living God.  Jesus answered and said to him, Blessed are you, Simon Bar-Jonah, for flesh and blood has not revealed this to you, but My Father who is in heaven.  And I also say to you that you are Peter, and on this rock I will build My church, and the gates of Hades shall not prevail against it
2.1.1. Many times we can be strong proclaimers of Christ and who he is and what he means to our life. EXPAND
2.2. On the night when Christ was taken we see that Peter so firmly believes in Christ that he is willing to take up arms and physically defend him.

2.2.1. John 18:10 - Then Simon Peter, having a sword, drew it and struck the high priest's servant, and cut off his right ear.

2.2.2. We at times adamantly defend Christ, the word of God and what it says and means to those around us.

3. Peter; the denier of Christ 
3.1. Luke 22:31-34; 54-62 - READ  (The look from Christ)
3.2. Can you imagine being in that situation?  EXPAND
3.3. Too often we are just like Peter in that when we are surrounded by the safety of the “church building” or other Christians only to lose our net of safety when find ourselves “alone”.

3.4. The “contract” we offer Jesus is often an open-ended arrangement that leaves us an “out” if doing the Lord’s will turns out to be unexpectedly difficult or require sacrifice.

3.5. We place numerous conditions, qualifications, and reservations in the “fine print” of our “commitment.”
3.6. We are unwilling to put all our eggs in one basket and make a serious promise of faithfulness and service to the Lord.

3.7. We are endlessly inventive with our if’s, and’s, and but’s, our maybe’s, our yes qualified with but’s
4. Peter; the bringer of truth to the Jews

4.1. Acts 2:22-36 – READ
4.2. Peter is preaching to those same people who were responsible for Christ’s death and he had previously coward from

4.3. Because of Peter’s strength and courage, many came to repentance and the church flourished

5. Peter’s hypocrisy – MIGHT HAVE TO CUT OUT IF LOW ON TIME (JUST MENTION THE PASSAGE)
5.1. Gal. 2:11-14 - Now when Peter had come to Antioch, I withstood him to his face, because he was to be blamed; for before certain men came from James, he would eat with the Gentiles; but when they came, he withdrew and separated himself, fearing those who were of the circumcision.  And the rest of the Jews also played the hypocrite with him, so that even Barnabas was carried away with their hypocrisy.  But when I saw that they were not straightforward about the truth of the gospel, I said to Peter before them all, "If you, being a Jew, live in the manner of Gentiles and not as the Jews, why do you compel Gentiles to live as Jews?
5.1.1. Paul resisted Peter "to the face."  The fact that he had done so was a demonstration, not only of his equality in authority with Peter, but of his superiority in loyalty to truth and principle at that moment.  This was a face-to-face confrontation between two apostles in which one stood condemned and the other opposed and withstood the behavior which rendered him guilty
5.1.2. Peter's motivation is not left in doubt.  It was fear of these Jerusalem brethren.  He did not become convinced that it was wrong to eat with Gentiles; he was afraid of the personal trouble he might suffer if he continued the practice.

6. Peter, the physically courageous, shows that it is possible for a person to have considerable physical courage and still lack moral courage and be uncertain about their life for Christ.
6.1. The hope we have is that in spite of his failures, in the end we understand Peter was a strong servant for the cause of Christ.  He stumbled, he denied but in the end we see that he persevered and was successful.

6.2. Peter denied the Lord three times.

6.2.1. In predicting that Peter would deny Him three times on the night of His betrayal, the Lord said Peter would come through the ordeal with a strengthened faith
6.2.2. Then He instructed Peter: “and when you have returned to Me, strengthen your brethren” (Lk. 22:32).  Peter was to receive strength that he might impart strength to his fellow brethren.
6.2.3. We can learn from our struggles and help others.
6.3. And years later, he showed a similar lack of courage in the Gentile controversy - Gal. 2:11-14.  But later suffered death due to his standing firm for the truth. 
6.4. We are not perfect.  Romans 3:23 tells us that we all have sinned.  
6.5. Too often people quit trying because they can’t be perfect.

6.6. What we learn from Peter’s example is we must keep fighting and decide to live for Christ.  Our ability to overcome is up to us.  Wee must understand and believe.
6.6.1. Phil. 4:13 - I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me
6.7. Are we committed to living for Christ?

7. Satan knows very well the kinds of things we are most afraid of:

7.1. Embarrassment.

7.2. Confrontation with friends and family

7.3. Being “labeled.”

7.4. Unfriendliness.

7.5. Loss of social esteem.

7.6. Rejection and hostility.

8. Knowing our personal fears, Satan threatens us at those points, knowing that we will do nearly anything he says to avoid suffering those things.

8.1. If we give in to such pressure and deny Christ, we place ourselves among those who confess Christ only when little is at stake.

8.2. But Christ asks us to lead a life, in word and deed, which confesses Him regardless of the danger:

8.2.1. “Also I say to you, whoever confesses Me before men, him the son of Man also will confess before the angels of God. But he who denies Me before men will be denied before the angels of God” (Lk. 12:8,9).

8.2.2. We are not to hide the truth about our identity any more than He did. Cf. Jn. 18:3-9.

8.2.3. To be ashamed of Christ is to be lost: “For whoever is ashamed of Me and My words in this adulterous and sinful generation, of him the Son of Man also will be ashamed when He comes in the glory of His Father with the holy angels” (Mark 8:38).
So this morning, we ask ourselves, WHO AM I?

1. What’s the difference?

1.1. A man got out of bed at 3:00 AM on Saturday to go fishing, but couldn’t get up for Sunday morning Bible class!

1.2. He went a hundred miles on Friday night to a ballgame, but thought ten miles was too far to come to church twice on Sunday and once on Wednesday.

1.3. He took his family to the circus and spent a hundred dollars, but can’t afford to give more than twenty dollars to the work of the Lord.

1.4. He was on the membership committee at the civic club, but couldn’t find the right approach to invite a friend to services.

1.5. He took an aspirin and went to work despite an annoying headache, but a similar headache is cause for missing worship.

1.6. Why the difference?  Just a matter of wanting to.

CONCLUSION
1. Plea for change

1.1. Be certain of your calling

1.2. Eph 1:18-19 - The eyes of your understanding being enlightened; that you may know what is the hope of His calling, what are the riches of the glory of His inheritance in the saints and what is the exceeding greatness of His power toward us who believe, according to the working of His mighty power
2. God wants us to choose, to decide for or against Him 

3. But more is needed than a one-time “decision” to obey — faithfulness to God requires constant determination, decisiveness, and firmness.

4. The problem with many, even of those who are Christians, is that they never fully make up their minds about God and have never really been converted to the Lord.

5. When it comes to deciding about God, we stall and engage in delaying tactics.

6. In asking us decisively to choose to obey Him, Jesus is only asking that we do with Him what He did for us – obey God’s will

6.1. Mt. 16:24 - Then Jesus said to His disciples, "If anyone desires to come after Me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow Me
7. In the end, Jesus will deny those who have not been decisively for Him

7.1. Mt. 7:21-23 - Not everyone who says to Me, 'Lord, Lord,' shall enter the kingdom of heaven, but he who does the will of My Father in heaven.  Many will say to Me in that day, 'Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in Your name, cast out demons in Your name, and done many wonders in Your name?  And then I will declare to them, 'I never knew you; depart from Me, you who practice lawlessness!
8. We have already wasted too much time trying to “have it both ways.”

9. “Today, if you will hear His voice, do not harden your hearts” (Heb. 4:7).

10. I am resolved no longer to linger...(Invitation Song)

11. Decide today to be obedient to God’s will

11.1. He will deliver us from this evil world and richly supply unto us “the entrance into the everlasting kingdom of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.” (2 Peter 1:11)

11.2. The glorious power of God which surpasses all evil

12. It is through Christ — and only through Him — that we can “do all things” (Phil. 4:13).
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