The Final Day’s of Christ

1. Introduction

2. Each spring, millions of people around the world acknowledge, in some fashion or another, that Jesus Christ was raised from the dead some twenty centuries ago. Modern society calls it “Easter.”

3. The origin of this term is uncertain, though it is commonly thought to derive from Eastre, the name of a Teutonic spring goddess. 

3.1. The term “Easter,” in the King James Version of the Bible (Acts 12:4), is a mistranslation. 

3.2. The Greek word is pascha, correctly rendered “Passover” in later translations. 

3.3. In fact, though pascha is found twenty-nine times in the Greek New Testament, it is only rendered “Easter” once, even in the KJV.

4. Christians are not authorized to celebrate “Easter” as a special annual event acknowledging the resurrection of Christ. 

4.1. Faithful children of God reflect upon the Savior’s resurrection every Sunday (the resurrection day - cf. Jn. 20:1ff) as they gather to worship God in the regular assembly of the church (cf. Acts 20:7; 1 Cor. 16:2).

Sermon

1. Passover/Instituting Lord’s Supper

1.1. Peter and John found place for them to partake Passover per the Lord’s instructions

1.1.1. The killing of the lamb couldn’t take place until after the evening sacrifice which occurred at 3:00 PM

1.2. Jesus chose eating Passover at the earliest the law would allow

1.3. Claims one will betray him; they one who dips their hand in the bowl with him

1.3.1. Innocent disciples ask “Is it I Lord?”

1.3.2. Judas asks “Is it I Rabbi?”  He denies Christ as his Lord.  Christ tells him what he will do d o quickly

1.4. The bread is his body

1.5. Fruit of the vine is his blood

1.6. His life offered as great means and way of salvation for men

1.7. His blood was poured out for many unto the remission of sins.

1.8. Supper ends around 8:00 PM

1.9. Jesus discusses with them

1.9.1. Matthew 26:30-31 – And when they had sung a hymn, they went out to the Mount of Olives.  Then Jesus said to them, "All of you will be made to stumble because of Me this night, for it is written: 'I will strike the Shepherd, And the sheep of the flock will be scattered.'
1.9.2. Zechariah 13:7 - Strike the Shepherd, And the sheep will be scattered
2. Gethsemane, Betrayal and Trial (Matthew 26:36-27:31)

2.1. Thursday night, Garden of Gethsemane approx ½ mile from Jerusalem

2.2. Eleven disciples with him but Peter, James and John went further

2.3. Christ’s emotional and physical distress

2.3.1. He knelt (Luke 22:41)

2.3.2. He fell on the ground (Mark 14:35)

2.3.3. He fell on his face (Matthew 26:39)

2.3.4. He was in agony (Luke 22:44)

2.3.5. He was deeply distressed (Matthew 26:37 and Mark 14:33)

2.3.6. His “soul is exceedingly sorrowful, even to death.” (Matthew 26:38)

2.3.6.1. A mental pain or distress from which there is no escape

2.3.7. His sweat became like great drops of blood falling down to the ground (Luke 22:44)

2.3.7.1. Physical condition called hematidrosis; a hemorrhaging into the sweat glands.

2.4. His prayers

2.4.1. Matthew 26:39-44 – READ
2.4.1.1. The inexpressible dread of bearing the sins of the world resulting in a separation from God, as he bore the divine judgment for man’s sins.

2.4.1.2. Three times our Lord lifted up this prayer

2.5. The Betrayal by Judas and his arrest (Matthew 26:47-56)

2.5.1. He was betrayed by a friend in whom he had trusted (Psalms 41:9)

2.5.2. He is betrayed by a kiss, gesture of friendly greeting

2.5.3. He is betrayed for 30 pieces of silver, the price of a slave

2.5.4. He was arrested Friday, before dawn by a band of officers from the temple guard, accompanied by chief priests and elders, who came with swords, clubs, weapons, lanterns and torches

2.6. Two religious trials

2.6.1. Before Annas (John 18:12-24) – The Jews looked to him as the head of the Sanhedrin

2.6.1.1. Slapped across the face in verse 22
2.6.2. Before Caiaphas (Matthew 26:57-68)

2.6.2.1. Mocked and beaten

2.7. Three denials by Peter (Matthew 26:58; 68-75) – between 3 and 6 AM
2.8. Third religious trial (Friday morning after dawn)

2.8.1. Before the Sanhedrin where he is formally condemned

2.8.2. Over 11 illegalities took place in the religious trials of Jesus

2.9. First civil trial before Pilate (Matthew 27:11-14)

2.9.1. Blasphemy was not a capital offense under Roman law, so the Jews falsely accused Christ of 3 matters which were never brought up in the religious trials

2.9.1.1. He perverted the nation

2.9.1.2. He forbade paying taxes

2.9.1.3. He claimed to be a King

2.10. Second civil trial – Before Herod (Luke 23:6-12)

2.10.1. Took place on Friday morning

2.10.2. Christ being a Galilean was transferred to Herod jurisdiction 

2.11. Third civil trial – Before Pilate (Matthew 27:15-31)

2.11.1. Took place on Friday toward sunrise around 6:30 AM 
2.11.2. Pilate made several attempts to release him, but in an act of moral cowardice, he delivered Christ for crucifixion

2.12. Christ is scourged using a leather whip called a scorpion in which bits of bone and steel had been platted, reducing his body into strips of raw flesh

2.13.  His people show their insensitivity towards him when they yell out “his blood be on us and our children.”  This would come to pass with the crucifixion of over 30,000 Jews in A.D. 70.

3. The Crucifixion and Burial (Matthew 27:32-66)

3.1. Christ, accompanied by 4 soldiers who were in charge of the actual crucifixion and the centurion under whom they served

3.2. Christ starts by bearing is own cross but is so overcome by hours of abuse that he falls beneath its weight.

3.3. They come to a place called Golgotha (Place of the Skull), a place where numerous executions took place.  It was outside of Jerusalem because corporal punishment was forbidden in the city.

3.4. He’s offered wine mixed with gall, a type of anesthetic, but he refused because the scriptures prophesied he was to suffer.

3.5. The First Three Hours (Matthew 27:34-44)

3.5.1. The crucifixion began at 9 o’clock in the morning

3.5.1.1. Nailed his hands, his feet

3.5.2. They soldiers gambled for his garments

3.5.3. They place the inscription over his head “This is Jesus, the King of the Jews”

3.5.4. They crucify around the Son of God, two thieves

3.5.5. In fulfillment of Psalms 22:7, the chief priests, the scribes, the elders, the soldiers, the robbers, and others passing by mock Jesus, challenging him to save himself.

3.5.5.1. This show their true lack of knowledge, for if Christ had saved himself at that time, we could not be saved eternally

3.5.6. Christ speaks 3 times 

3.5.6.1. He prays for his murderers (Luke 23:34)

3.5.6.2. He makes a promise to the penitent thief (Luke 22:43)

3.5.6.3. He speaks to his mother and John (John 19:26-27)

3.6. The Last Three Hours (Matthew 27:45-50; John 19:19-30)

3.6.1. The hours from noon till 3 were spent in darkness

3.6.2. Christ speaks 4 times

3.6.2.1. His cry of isolation

3.6.2.1.1.  Eli, Eli, lama sabachthani?" that is, "My God, My God, why have You forsaken Me?

3.6.2.2. His cry of human suffering - I thirst!

3.6.2.3. His cry final commitment - Father, 'into Your hands I commit My spirit.

3.6.2.4. His cry of termination - It is finished!

3.7. Post Crucifixion Events

3.7.1. The veil of the temple, 60 feet long and 30 feet wide, was torn in 2 from top to bottom

3.7.2. The earth quaked 

3.7.2.1. Earth quaked when the law was given on Sinai; the earth quaked on the occasion of the old law being nailed to the cross.

3.7.3. Rocks were split

3.7.4. Graves were opened but the actual resurrection of those who had passed before would not occur until Christ was raised

3.7.5. The legs of those crucified with him were broken; being dead, his side was pierced.  Out from him flows blood and water

4. The Resurrection

4.1. First, the resurrection is one of the major evidences that Jesus Christ is the Son of God. 

4.1.1. Paul affirmed that Christ is “declared to be the Son of God with power. . . by the resurrection from the dead” (Rom. 1:4).

4.2. Second, Jesus’ resurrection represents an assurance that we can have forgiveness from our sins. Paul contended: “. . . if Christ hath not been raised, our faith is vain; ye are yet in your sins” (1 Cor. 15:17). The reverse of the apostle’s affirmation would be this: If Jesus was raised, sins will be forgiven when we obey the gospel – Acts 2:38; 22:16.

4.3. Third, the resurrection tells the world that the kingdom of God is ruled by a living sovereign. 

4.3.1. The founder of Islam is dead and his bones lie dormant in the earth. 

4.3.2. Previous popes are dead lie buried in the earth.

4.3.3. But the founder of Christianity – sixty years after His death – appeared to John on the island of Patmos and said: “I am the first and the last, and the Living one. . . I was dead, and behold, I am alive for evermore. . . ” (Rev. 1:17-18).

4.4. Fourth, Jesus’ resurrection proves that physical death is not the termination of human existence. God, who is the giver of life (1 Tim. 6:13), has the power to reanimate the human body. 

4.4.1. Christ’s triumph over the grave is Heaven’s pledge to us that we too shall be raised. This is why Jesus is referred to as the “firstfruits of them that are asleep” (1 Cor. 15:20, 23).

4.5. Fifth, the Lord’s resurrection previewed the ultimate victory of Christianity over all its enemies. 

4.5.1. In the book of Revelation, Jesus is depicted as a lamb that had been slain, but was standing again (5:6). This same Lord was “the lion of the tribe of Judah” that had overcome His foes (5:5). 

4.5.2. Christians too will overcome as a result of the Lamb’s sacrifice and victory over death (cf. Rev. 12:11).

Conclusion

1. The resurrection of Jesus from the dead is the foundation of Christianity (cf. 1 Cor. 15:14ff). 

2. If there was no resurrection, Christianity is a hoax, and we are wasting our time. But the truth is the event of Jesus’ resurrection is undeniable.

2.1. Over 8 appearances to his followers after his resurrection and (1 Cor. 15:6) Paul states he appeared to over 500 brethren at one time, many who were still alive at the time of his writing.

3. The resurrection of the Son of God should be a constant reminder to us of these wonderful biblical truths. We honor our Master’s victory over death – not once a year, but every week!

